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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR B 
Acts 4:7-12; 1 Jn. 3:1-2; Jn. 10:11-18 

Excerpts from Pope Francis – 2021 Message for Vocations 
by Father Charles Fillion 

25 April 2021 
 
Brothers and sisters, as you are certainly aware, this fourth Sunday of Easter is 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations. I will not speak about my vocation, but the 
vocation of Saint Joseph. This past December 8, Pope Francis declared a special 
year devoted to Saint Joseph. Saint Joseph is an extraordinary figure, yet at the 
same time one “so close to our own human experience”. He did not do astonishing 
things, he had no unique charisms, nor did he appear special in the eyes of those 
who met him. He was not famous or even noteworthy: the Gospels do not report 
even a single word of his. Still, through his ordinary life, he accomplished 
something extraordinary in the eyes of God. 
 
God looks on the heart, and in Saint Joseph he recognized the heart of a father, 
able to give and generate life in the midst of daily routines. Vocations have this 
same goal: to produce and renew lives every day. The Lord desires to shape the 
hearts of fathers and mothers: hearts that are open, capable of great initiatives, 
generous in self-giving, compassionate in comforting anxieties and steadfast in 
strengthening hopes. The priesthood and the consecrated life greatly need these 
qualities nowadays, in times marked by fragility but also by the sufferings due to 
the pandemic, which has spawned uncertainties and fears about the future and the 
very meaning of life. Saint Joseph comes to meet us in his gentle way, as one of 
“the saints next door”. At the same time, his strong witness can guide us on the 
journey. 
 
Saint Joseph suggests to us three key words for each individual’s vocation. The 
first is dream. Everyone dreams of finding fulfilment in life. If we were to ask 
people to express in one word their life’s dream, it would not be difficult to 
imagine the answer: “to be loved”. It is love that gives meaning to life, because it 
reveals life’s mystery. Indeed, we only have life if we give it; we truly possess it 
only if we generously give it away. Saint Joseph has much to tell us in this regard, 
because, through the dreams that God inspired in him, he made of his life a gift. 
 
The Gospels tell us of four dreams (cf. Mt 1:20; 2:13.19.22). They were calls from 
God, but they were not easy to accept. After each dream, Joseph had to change his 
plans and take a risk, sacrificing his own plans in order to follow the mysterious 
designs of God, whom he trusted completely. God does not like to reveal himself 
in a spectacular way, pressuring our freedom. He conveys his plans to us with 
gentleness. He does not overwhelm us with dazzling visions but quietly speaks in 
the depths of our heart, drawing near to us and speaking to us through our thoughts 
and feelings. In this way, as he did with Saint Joseph, he sets before us profound 
and unexpected horizons. 
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May he help everyone, especially young people who are discerning, to make God’s 
dreams for them come true. May he inspire in them the courage to say “yes” to the 
Lord who always surprises and never disappoints. 
 
A second word marks the journey of Saint Joseph and that of vocation: service. 
The Gospels show how Joseph lived entirely for others and never for himself. The 
holy people of God invoke him as the most chaste spouse, based on his ability to 
love unreservedly. By freeing love from all possessiveness, he became open to an 
even more fruitful service. His service and sacrifices were only possible, however, 
because they were sustained by a greater love: “Every true vocation is born of the 
gift of oneself, which is the fruit of mature sacrifice.”  
 
For Saint Joseph, service – as a concrete expression of the gift of self – did not 
remain simply a high ideal, but became a rule for daily life. In short, he adapted to 
different circumstances with the attitude of those who do not grow discouraged 
when life does not turn out as they wished. 
 
The third characteristic of Saint Joseph’s daily life and our Christian vocation, is 
namely fidelity. Joseph is the “righteous man” (Mt 1:19) who daily perseveres in 
quietly serving God and his plans. At a particularly difficult moment in his life, he 
did not let himself be hastily pressured. He did not yield to the temptation to act 
rashly, simply following his instincts or living for the moment. Instead, he 
pondered things patiently. For a vocation – like life itself – matures only through 
daily fidelity.  
 
The first words that Saint Joseph heard in a dream were an invitation not to be 
afraid, because God remains ever faithful to his promises. Do not be afraid: these 
words the Lord also addresses to all of us. He repeats these words to us all. They 
are a refrain accompanying all those who – like Saint Joseph – say yes to God with 
their lives, through their fidelity each day. 
 
This fidelity is the secret of joy. I pray that you will experience this same joy, who 
have generously made God the dream of your lives, serving him in your brothers 
and sisters through a fidelity that is a powerful testimony in an age of fleeting 
choices and emotions that bring no lasting joy. May Saint Joseph, protector of 
vocations, accompany you with his fatherly heart! 


