
The Character of God: Compassion 

 
“The LORD, the LORD, the COMPASSIONATE and gracious God, slow to 

anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and 

forgiving wickedness, rebellion, and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he 

punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 

generation.” (Exodus 34:6-7 NIV) 

 

Run through sound check, make sure everyone’s mics are working. 

This week we are going to be looking at COMPASSION as one of the character 

traits of God given in Exodus 34:6-7. Can anyone recite these verses from 

memory? 

-How would you define compassion? What images does it bring? 

 

Watch: The Bible Project: Compassion (5:05 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJEtyAiAQik   

 

-How has God demonstrated his compassion in your life? 

-What are examples of compassion in the Bible? 

 

To further explore what compassion means, Read Luke 10:25-37 where Jesus 
shares the parable of the good Samaritan1 

 

Ask the Following Questions. 
-Why do you think the religious professionals (the Priest and the Levite) had a lack of 
compassion for the injured stranger?   

-In what ways do we justify not showing compassion to others? 

 
1 Bible Study on Character – Compassion; https://www.swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Compassion.htm  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJEtyAiAQik
https://www.swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Compassion.htm


The Character of God: Compassion 

 

-Where do you suppose that the Samaritan got his compassion for the victim? 

-Where do you get your compassion for others? 

-Jews of that day despised Samaritans, who were half-breed of Jews who 

intermarried with pagans. So why do you think Jesus made the Samaritan the hero in 

this story?  

-According to this story, what does compassion look like?  

-What motivates you to show compassion to others? 

-Think of a person you know who is in need, what steps can you take to be more 
compassionate to them? 

 

To do: 

1. Pray specifically to become a person of greater compassion. 

 

2. Seek to be a Good Samaritan to the person in need that you identified above. 

 

If time permits feel free to look at any of these many verses on compassion. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

There are more than 90 specific references to compassion in the Bible. Most 

Old Testament verses refer to the Lord's compassion toward His people and 

most New Testament version refer to Jesus' compassion for those in need. Let's 

look at just a few. 

• The Lord will always have compassion on us. (2 Kings 13:23, Nehemiah 9:27, 

Psalm 103:13, Isaiah 54:8) Does the Lord expect something from us in return? 

• Jesus felt compassion to those in need. (Matthew 9:36, 14:14, 15:32, 20:34, 

Mark 6:34, 8:2, Luke 15:20, etc.) 

• Those who walk with the Lord will have compassion. (Ephesians 4:32, 

Colossians 3:12-13, Philippians 2:1-2, 1 Peter 3:8) 

• Compassion fulfills the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2) 

 

 

 


