
 

GATHERING: The Spirit Calls Us Together 
Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism.  

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and you water the earth 
abundantly. Oceans, rivers and streams bless you. 

 

All life is sustained by you, our Source.  
We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and raises us up 
to new life. Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life. Here, death is washed 
away forever. 
 

Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world.  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and throughout all creation. 
Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of your mercy and 
peace. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn                                  “Be Unto Your Name”    
 

We are a moment, You are forever, Lord of the ages, God before time; 
We are a vapor, You are eternal, Love everlasting, Reigning on high. 

 

(Chorus): Holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain; 
Highest praises, honor and glory, Be unto Your name, be unto Your name. 

 

We are the broken, You are the healer,  Jesus, Redeemer, mighty to save; 
You are the love song we'll sing forever, bowing before You, blessing Your name. 

(Chorus 2x’s) 
 

Greeting  
Alleluia!  Christ is risen.    
 Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

Ethiopian Eunuch Baptized  
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Hymn of Praise                                  “Let the Streams of Living Justice”                                       ELW 710 
 

Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth; 
give freedom's light to captives, let all the poor have worth. 

The hungry's hands are pleading,  the workers claim their rights, 
the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight. 

Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron pow'r; 
abolish ancient vengeance: proclaim your people's hour. 

 

For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end, 
for love that makes us lovers, God grant us grace to mend. 

 Weave our varied gifts together; knit our lives as they are spun; 
 on your loom of time enroll us till our thread of life is run. 

O great weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one; 
dye our texture with your radiance, light our colors with your sun. 

 

Your city's built to music; we are the stones you seek; 
your harmony is language; we are the words you speak. 
Our faith we find in service, our hope in others' dreams, 

our love in hand of neighbor; our homeland brightly gleams. 
Inscribe our hearts with justice; your way—the path untried; 

your truth—the heart of stranger; your life—the Crucified. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Fulfillment of the prophesies, With scripture and water you claim people as your own. Claim us 
with water and the word, so that we may rejoice in the life given to us through the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, for the sake of the one whose spirit lives in us, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Special Music                                                           “Odeon”                                                     Peter Sukstorf     
                                
WORD: We Hear God in Scripture & Preaching 
 

Acts 8:26-39...Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was 
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it." 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31He replied, "How can I, 
unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage 
of the scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a 
lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." 
34The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about someone else?" 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to 
some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?" 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  
 

Word of God, word of life.   
 Thanks be to God. 
 



 

Message  Pastor Heather Grell 
 

Hymn of the Day                                            “You are Mine”                                                       ELW 581 
 

“I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear.   
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice.  Be still and know I am here.   

 

“I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 
In the shadows of the night, I will be  your light. Come and rest in me.   

 

(Refrain) Do not be afraid, I am with  you.  I have called you each by name.   
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.”  

 

“I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame.   
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name.  (Refrain)  

 

“I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give.   
I will call your name, embracing all your pain.  Stand up, now walk and live! (Refrain)  

 

Baptism—Olivia June Szymczak 
 

Presentation 
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament 
of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in 
Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
  Sponsors: We present Olivia June Szymczak for baptism. 
 

Kris and Nicole, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 
have Olivia baptized into Christ? 
 Parents: We do. 
 

As you bring Olivia to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with these responsibilities: 
to live with her among God's faithful people,  
bring her to the Word of God and the Holy Supper,   
place in her hands the holy scriptures,  
and nurture her in faith and prayer,  
so that she may learn to trust God,  
proclaim Christ through word and deed,  
care for others and the world God made,  
and work for justice and peace. 

 

Do you promise to help Olivia grow in the Christian faith and life? 
 Parents: We do. 
 

Brit and Marshall, do you promise to nurture Olivia in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 
God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
 Sponsors: We do. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Olivia  in her new life in Christ? 
 We do. 
 

Profession of Faith 
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. Do 
you renounce all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and the 
ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 I renounce them. 

(Continued on page 4) 



 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the fire of 
rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life into our dry bones. Your 
Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know your peace and truth. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into Olivia. By your Spirit adopt us all as your 
children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

Baptism  
 

Olivia June is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 Amen. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit, you give your daughters and 
sons new birth, wash them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Olivia with the gift of 
your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Live in love as Christ loves us. Amen. 
Alleluia! 

 

Olivia June, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever.  
 Amen. 
 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 

 

Welcome 
 

Let us welcome Olivia into our family of faith. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we share. Join us as we give praise 
to God and bear God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

 
 

Special Music                                                   “Child of the Water”                                                      Jerry Joseph 
 
 



 

Prayers 

As each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God.” please respond: “Your mercy is great.” 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Sharing God’s Peace  
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

 

MEAL: God Feeds us with the Presence of Jesus 
 

“Remember Me” 
 

On the night he was betrayed, he took the bread. 
After giving thanks, he broke it and said, 

‘This is my body, broken for you, and as you eat it, remember Me. 
This is my body, broken for you, And as you eat it, remember Me.’ 

 

On the night he was betrayed, he took the cup. 
After giving thanks, he lifted it up. 

‘This is my blood, poured out for you, and as you drink it, remember Me. 
This is my blood, poured out for you, And as you drink it, remember Me.’ 

 

So, we thank you for the wine and for the bread, 
For we see the life you gave and the blood you shed. 

And we remember, your wondrous love. you gave your body, you shed your blood. 
And we remember, your wondrous love, you gave your body, you shed your blood. 

 

Communion  
 

Communion Blessing  & Post-Communion Prayer  
 

SENDING: Being Loved, God Sends Us to Love 
 

Blessing 
 

Sending Hymn                                          “Where Justice Rolls Down”                             
 

(Chorus): Where Justice rolls down like a mighty water,  
And righteousness grows like an ever flowing stream, 

And mercy resounds like the waves on the ocean,  
Let praises rise high on the songs of the redeemed. 

 

(Chorus) 
 

1. There is a river that streams from the temple.  Begins as a trickle but ends in the sea.  
As it grows, healing it will give.  Where it flows, ev’rything will live. (Chorus) 

 

2. Wade in the water and feel the strong current.  Remember the stagnance of stale life before.   
God is here.  Leave the past behind.  In these clear waters you will find. (Chorus) 

 

Let praises rise high on the songs of the redeemed. 
Dismissal 

Be safe….Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 

Postlude 



 

Announcements  
 Baptized Today Olivia June Szymczak, daughter of Kris & Nicole Szymczak.  Olivia’s sponsors are Brit 

Anderson-Sharp & Marshall Sharp.   

 In-Person Worship Update We are back to in-person worship. We will continue in-person worship as long 
as the “Positive Cases per 100,00 per Day” in Douglas County remains under 20. We will continue 
Facebook Live Worship each Sunday.   

 Food Pantry  Our first Saturday of the month Pantry is May 1.  If you would like to help with pantry prep 
on Friday, April 30, or the pantry on, Saturday, May 1, please CLICK HERE. 

 Prayer Requests If you have prayer requests for Sunday worship, email PASTOR JIM, or place them on 
the Prayer Wall  on our church app. 

Sunday, April 25 
 9:30 am Worship - In-Person & Facebook Live  
  

Monday, April 26  
 6:30 pm Boy Scouts (Parking Lot) 
 9:00 pm CMA Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 27 
  10:00 am   Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
 7:30 pm A.A. Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 28 
  6:00 pm  Confirmation  

 Thursday,  April 29 
 1:30 pm Centering Prayer Group (Zoom) 
 7:00 pm Alanon 
 

Friday, April 30 
 6:00 pm Pantry Prep 
  

Saturday, May 1 
 8:00 am Drive Thru Pantry  
 

Sunday, May 2 
 9:30 am Worship - In-Person & Facebook Live  

Calendar for Upcoming Week 

Prayer Requests from our Church Family 
 

On-Going Member Concerns 
Eddie Nabity at Hillcrest Papillion 
 

Friends and Relatives 
Pete, Summer & PJ Kalligher, nephew and great niece & nephew of Harvey Gifford; Ronald Gulbranson & 
Sharon Kelley, Julie Noteman’s brother & sister; Roger Kay, Barb Kay’s brother; Aaron McDonald, McDonald’s 
grandson; Larry Rolles, Linda Kohrs’ daughter-in-law’s father; Diane Aden,  friend of  Linda Kohrs. 
 

Grieving 
Marie Pitner and her family as they mourn the death of her sister, Hazel. 
Family and friends of Millie Lutz as they mourn her death. 

Worship Credits 
 

† “ Be Unto Your Name”    Words and Music by LYNN DESHAZO and GARY SADLER    
© 1998 Integrity’s Hosanna! c/o Integrity Media, Inc 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.   
Used by permission of CCLI #1453636   
 

† “ Let the Streams of Living Justice”  Text: William Whitla, b. 1934.  Music:  Gustav Holst, 1874-1934.  Text © 1989 
William Whitla.  Used by permission of OneLicense.net License #A-707185 

 

† “ You are Mine”    Text: David Haas, b. 1957.  Music:  David Haas. Text and music © 1991 GIA Publication, Inc.    
Used by permission of OneLicense.net License #A-707185 

 

† “ Remember Me”    Text: Gerrit Gustafson.  Music:  Martin Nystrom.   Used by permission of CCLI #1453636   
 

† “ Where Justice Rolls Down”   Words and Music by Bob Stromberg, Michael Pearce Donley, and Rick Carlson. © 
Stream Mountain Music, Hark! Productions, Inc. admin. by Arvid’s Girl Music.  Used by permission of CCLI #1453636  
 †From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20418. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches.  
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