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Historical Presence

Four years after Canada's founding in 1867, the 1871 
Canadian Census found 13 European Muslims among 
the population. A great number of Bosniaks (from 
Bosnia) came to American soil much like Christians from 
Europe; some came before the First World War. The first 
Muslim organization in Canada was registered in 1934 
in Regina, Saskatchewan, consisting of immigrants from 
Lebanon. The first Canadian Mosque was constructed 
in Edmonton in 1938, when there were approximately 
700 European Muslims in the country. This building is 
now part of the museum at Fort Edmonton Park. The 
years after World War II saw a small increase in the 
Muslim population. However Muslims were still a distinct 
minority. It was only after the removal of European 
immigration preferences in the late 1960s and early 
1970s that Muslims began to arrive in significant 
numbers.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosniaks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regina,_Saskatchewan
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History

Islamic roots in the New World pre-dates 

Columbusôs arrival in 1492

Famous Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdhal 

proved that North & West Africans with boats 

made from Egyptian Reeds, sailed the Atlantic 

and inhabited the Americas, long before 

Columbus. 

ïHe proved his point by sailing in boat (Ra II), made 

from reed and reached the coast of Barbados.


