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Introducing the New Chair of the Official Board  
by Horace Knight, Chair of the Nominating Committee 

I would like to introduce our next Chair of the Official Board, Charles  
Donley. He will start his new role on May 26, 2021 following the May  
Official Board meeting.  

Charles joined Kingsway-Lambton with his wife, Dorothy, in 1980. He  
has been a devoted member of our church since then. Charles’ activities  
within the church include being a member of the Committee of Stewards 
and he is a past chair of that committee.  

Charles is well known for the role he has played representing Kingsway-
Lambton at the local and national level of the United Church of Canada. 
He is a Past President of the Presbytery of the Toronto Conference  
Corporation, former Director of the Toronto United Church Council and  
is currently Kingsway-Lambton’s representative on the Shining Waters  
Regional Council. Charles also serves as Vice-President of our own  
Kingsway Lambton Home for Seniors. 

Apart from his work within the United Church, Charles is an international 
trade and business coach, executive advisor in international trade and 
President of Kingsmill International Ltd. 

We will certainly be well served over his 2-year term. 

Charles Donley 

http://www.kingswaylambton.ca
https://twitter.com/klambtonunited
https://www.instagram.com/klambtonunited/
https://www.facebook.com/kingswaylambtonchurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDqyI9BbzjVc4hHrIGqDy2A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDqyI9BbzjVc4hHrIGqDy2A


 

 

 
Gardening 

Despite COVID-19, spring is in the land. Frozen ground has become soft and muddy. People are starting plants 
inside and turning ground outside. Golf gardening has begun too. Clubs are being swung with mud and dirt 
splashing up to coat pants and spray face, balls are being dug from plugged lies, and wet divots replaced. There 
is that smell of soil in the air. In the north, it is the miraculous season of earth’s and spirit renewal, despite 
COVID-19.  

I recall Mary, on the first Easter morning, mistaking Jesus for a gardener. I like the observation of the  
controversial and faithful, Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber: 

“…the actual gospel story is not fancy, its downright messy. See, the resurrection of Jesus might be 
“the greatest story ever told”, it’s just rarely the story we ACTUALLY tell, because its not a story about 
new dresses and baskets and flowers and candy and spiffyness. Really, it’s a story about flesh and dirt 
and bodies and confusion and its about the way God never seems to adhere to our expectations.  
See, when Mary Magdalene, this imperfect woman, stood at the tomb, she didn’t encounter some 
perfected radiant glowing Jesus that morning. Seriously, no offense to gardeners but Jesus couldn’t 
have been looking all that tidy and impressive if she mistook him for a gardener: And here’s the thing: 
I like to think that Mary Magdalene mistook the resurrected Christ for a gardener because Jesus still 
had the dirt from his own tomb under his nails.” (from Pastrix; The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner 
& Saint, Jericho Books, 2013). 

I like the risen Jesus that Nadia and Mary see. Someone mistaken for a gardener. Not a “wingless angel” 
nor a resuscitated corpse, but a gardener. I see someone full of life, ruddy from working, sleeves rolled up, 
and dirt under the fingernails. Not cleaned up spotless for Easter Sunday but someone already working and 
ready to work, unafraid of dirt and muck. 

But the risen One did not have only “the dirt from 
his own tomb under his nails.” He had the dust of 
the first creation formed by the Word; the dust of 
wilderness wandering, the roads of the prophets, 
Galilee, and Jericho, proclaiming the truth, touching 
lepers, foreigners, and other untouchables; the 
blood and dirt of calvary, and the fetid dirt of a 
tomb now empty. As he bore the wounds, so he 
bore and bears our story. This is the Saviour who 
stood before Mary, already working the garden of 
the new creation, because resurrection isn’t the 
end but a new beginning for us all. 

 
“11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. ..13 The [angels] said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was  
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.””  
 John 20:11-15 (NRSV)  

Continued on next page 
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https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/pastrix-nadia-bolz-weber/1114308534
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/pastrix-nadia-bolz-weber/1114308534


 

 

Continued from last page 

If the incarnation means the revolutionary truth that God is like Jesus, then we have a living God who 
has dirty hands from the muck of our lives, the muck we suffer, and the muck we throw at the One who 
has loved us from before the foundation of the world. Jesus pours the Holy Spirit into this earth  
to continue to plant the seed of eternal love in our lives, to root, grow, and nourish us in risen life,  
that we might be gardeners too. Unafraid of the messiness – the sacrifices of pandemics or a  
neighbour’s need, or even death. Because we grow life out of the dust and muck and life wins. 

Yours with dirty fingernails, Rev. Hugh 

 
Gardening 
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It is with mixed emotions we share that Rev. Leanne Ketcham and her family will be returning home to  
Indiana at the end of April where her husband, Andrew, will be starting a new role. We are so sad to see  
her go, but celebrate with her, Andrew and Chloe as they start this next chapter of their lives closer to their 
families.  

Rev. Leanne has done so much for Kingsway-Lambton, it is hard to list  
it all!  She has led KLUC’s Youth Ministry since April 2018, building  
meaningful connections with our Youth and their parents. In 2020, 
Leanne stepped in as the Presiding Minister at Fresh Start providing 
strong leadership and a wonderful energy.  Throughout her time with  
us, she has ministered to us with her lovely, warm presence and her 
thoughtful and compelling witness.  She will be sorely missed by all. 

Leanne has been transitioning her responsibilities to Alana Martin,  
Minister of The Go Project,  who has been leading the Youth Ministry 
over the last few months (see article page 5).  

We are planning a proper send-off for Leanne on Sunday, April 25th  
at 11:15 via Zoom.  Part of that involves collection forthe gift of a  
purse, to demonstrate our appreciation for all she has done for us and  
all that she has meant to us. Should you wish to contribute, you may  
mail a cheque or send an e-transfer to finance@kingswaylambton.ca.  
In either case, it is very important to indicate “Leanne’s Purse” in the 
memo area. Please note that your contribution is not tax deductible. 

Thank you, Rev. Leanne – the congregation wishes you,  
Andrew and Chloe every happiness in all that you choose  
to do. God Bless.   

A Fond Farewell to Rev. Leanne 

A beautiful family:  
Rev. Leanne, Andrew and Chloe Ketcham 
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Welcome New Members of the Kingsway-Lambton Ministry 
by Jean Veitel, Chair, Ministry & Personnel Committee 

Alana Martin, Youth Minister and Sunday School Animator  
 
Contracted through the The GO Project, Alana joined us last  
November to cover Rev. Leanne’s parental leave as our Youth  
Minister. To date, she has brought a wide range of skills and  
excitement to the Youth Group as well as an online focus to our  
Sunday School program.   

She has been associated with The GO Project for the past 11 years, 
working in all of its program areas. For the past 4 years, she has 
served as the Minister to The GO Project. She is a candidate for  
Diaconal Ministry within the UCC and is studying at the Centre for 
Christian Studies.    

One of Alana’s greatest passions is creating exciting, innovative ministry programs for young people across 
the country that help to make church relevant and engaging for our younger generations.  For that reason, 
Alana is beyond excited to deepen the relationship between Kingsway-Lambton and the GO Project through 
working with the youth and young adults of the community!   We are thrilled that she has agreed to continue 
this relationship with us now that Rev. Leanne has decided it is time to return home to the United States.  

Welcome, Alana! 

Rev. Sam Needham, Interim Presiding Minister, Fresh Start  

Sam Needham is a theology doctoral student at Emmanuel College and 
minister in The United Methodist Church. He was ordained in 2018 and 
came to Toronto in the same year, following his wife Sarah, who is a  
Richmond Hill native and teacher in the Toronto Catholic District School 
Board. In 2015, Sam received his MDiv from Boston University School of 
Theology, which is where he and Sarah met!   

Before joining Kingsway-Lambton at the beginning of this year, Sam was 
the Engagement and Growth Leader at Runnymede United. He was an  
associate pastor at a church in Indiana for three years, a campus minister 
for a year, and an aspiring theologian all along. Sam has a strong faith and 
a deep belief in Jesus Christ which guides his life. He presents his faith to 
others in a very attractive manner bringing new insights to scripture. 

As Interim Presiding Minister for Fresh Start, Sam joins an amazing team 
trying to facilitate community and worship for the way that we live today. 

 Welcome, Sam!  
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Youth Ministry Update 
by Jennifer Visser and Alana Martin 

Alana Martin, Minister of The Go Project has led youth ministry at Kingsway-Lambton since December, 
when Rev. Leanne. Ketcham went on parental leave. She will now take over this ministry as Rev. Leanne has 
decided to move back to Indiana (see article page 3). Jennifer Visser continues to support Alana in this 
work. The transition has been seamless and Alana has quickly established a strong rapport with the teens, 
young adults and parents. 

Teen Drop In 

Teen Drop In continues its cadence of meeting virtually three times a month and combines fun events with 
spiritual formation, emotional support and social justice topics. Attendance ranges between 4 and 7 
teens. Attendance has dropped noticeably which we believe is attributable to Zoom fatigue and the extra 
stress of online learning. Please pray for our youth during this difficult year. 

Confirmation 

Our confirmation cohort of nine continues to meet monthly, exploring topics of 
faith, Christian doctrine, what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ and the role of church. We are using Alpha Youth videos to augment the 
curriculum. In spite of the limitations of Zoom, we are encouraged by the level of 
engagement and the courageous, thoughtful questions asked by the youth. Each 
teen is paired with an adult member of the congregation who prays for them daily 
and corresponds anonymously through Jennifer by email. Many of these 
relationships are thriving and show the power of intergenerational relationships. 
The youth repeatedly report how impactful and fun these relationships are. 

Young Adult Group 

Initiated in January, Alana and Jennifer have started meeting weekly with young adults,  most of whom 
went to Teen Drop In and/or Confirmation, in the age range of 18-21. We spend time in prayer, check in 
around their wellness, learn a new spiritual practice each week and laugh...a lot. While eight young adults 
are participating, weekly attendance ranges between 3-5. We are very encouraged by this new ministry and 
encourage Kingsway-Lambton members to spread the word to other interested young adults.  

Easter Fun 

The children coming to Virtual Sunday School had a special Easter surprise, coordinated by The GO Project 
and parents. Alana dropped off Easter goodie bags with instructions on where to hide the six eggs inside on 
Sunday morning. When we met together virtually on Easter morning, Alana gave clues to the children who 
raced around their homes in search of chocolate-filled eggs! We are so grateful for anyone who helped 
make this happen as with the increasing restrictions, we all deserve to have some safe fun! Although this 
was a special day, each week we meet we have so much fun as we discover God and our faith stories.  

If you have children Sunday school aged (age 4-12), email alana@thegoproject.ca to register. 
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Big changes have hit the seven Community Outreach Agencies supported by 
Kingsway-Lambton, including how they do their work, extra costs for PPE,  
lost fundraising opportunities, take-out meals, hotel rooms for shelter.  
Amidst all this change, the amazing people involved in these agencies are 
working harder than ever to make life better for the people they serve.  
They work hard, often in tough settings. And their work gives people hope.  

“For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope 
at all. Who hopes for what they already have?”   
 Romans 8:24  

What can we do?  We can help the helpers. Give them support so they can  
continue to give their people hope. This is our Easter Outreach Appeal. Give 
hope! Please consider making a donation this Easter. 

If you would like to donate: 

By mail –  watch for your Outreach letter in the mail, send in a cheque. 
On-line – visit the KLUC website, click “Donate Now”, select e-transfer or credit card. 

Easter Outreach Appeal 
by Sandra Linsdell, on behalf of the Outreach Committee 

Meet Our Magical Musicians 

These are the enormously talented musicians who sing for us  
SO beautifully on-line every Sunday.  We are grateful for each  
stunning voice and for the many talents of Ian Grundy, Director of 
Music Ministry, who makes each production possible.  The Music 
Committee will be featuring our soloists in future editions of The Carillon and in social media in May so that 
our church family can get to know these wonderful professional musicians.  

Top Row, left to right: Emily Parker 
(soprano), Ian Grundy Director of Music  

Ministry, Rianna Robinson (alto) 
 

Middle Row:  Lucas Kuipers (tenor), Dante 
Mullin Santone (bass), Nathan Gritter (tenor) 

 

Bottom Row:  Kate Tapp Mock (soprano), 
Anika-France Forget (alto),   

Matthew Tissi (bass), Scott Downing (bass) 

6 



 

 

 

 

 

Statement on Anti-Asian Racism, Hate and Violence 

The following is an excerpt from the Shining Waters Regional Council’s Statement on anti-Asian racism,  
hate and violence: 

Shining Waters Regional Council was deeply Impacted by the recent shooting deaths of six Asian 
women in Atlanta, Georgia. We condemn racialized misogynistic violence and we pray for the 
families and the communities of those killed. We also pray for the safety of Asians in North 
America and globally who have experienced and reported anti-Asian racism, violence, and  
aggression since the start of the pandemic. We pray for many more who have not reported their 
experiences of targeted hate incidents and hate crimes.  

You can view the full text of this important message, at this link.  

Church Members Support Anti-Racism Initiatives 

The protests that occurred around the world last summer stemming from the killing 
of George Floyd by a white police officer in Minneapolis were a conscious awakening 
for many people. As a result of that and other issues Fresh Start undertook an  
examination of this issue. Two Anti-Racism Listening Circles were held and a two-
week anti-racism series. These programs inspired two of our members to try to  
make a difference. 

Kerri Hagerman, a teacher for the Peel District School Board decided to become part  
of a professional learning session to prepare her board for the implementation of  
de-streaming of Math and English starting this September. “Streaming” refers to  
the pathway choice students make in grade 8 as they begin high school. Typically,  
the choice is between “applied” and “academic” courses. An “academic” pathway  
is required for university entrance and the “applied” for college. There is an over-
representation of Black and Indigenous students in the “applied” stream.  
De-streaming begins to address equity of access. 

Horace Knight was jarred by statistics that showed a disturbing pattern of anti-black  
bias by Toronto Police. He wrote to the Chair of the Toronto Police Services Board 
expressing his concern. That letter led to a discussion and in turn resulted in Horace 
being selected to serve on the Anti-Racism Advisory Panel of the board. The panel 
will assist with the implementation of the 81 recommendations made by its Chair 
that came out of issues raised by community groups, coroners’ inquests and other 
groups. 

Thanks to the Fresh Start Committee for bringing these issues forward, which  
encouraged these undertakings.  

Kerri Hagerman 

Horace Knight 
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Fresh Start Update 
by Sam Needham, Co-ordinating Minister of Fresh Start 

This season, Fresh Start has enjoyed the warm company of a growing number  
of (virtual) attendees and the outstanding work among our community to transform 
the world in God’s love.  

Our second Listening Circle in January was a great success. Colin McCartney and Jordan Thoms challenged  
us to think in new ways about the challenges and resources of racial justice in Toronto. (See article next 
page). Following the Listening Circle, several dedicated Fresh Starters convened our Anti-Racism Learning  
Series, a ten-day opportunity for research, conversation, prayer, and organizing for becoming an openly and  
effectively anti-racist community. Over sixty people made the commitment! (see article page 9) 

Sam Needham arrived in January to take Leanne Ketcham’s place as she took her maternity leave. Since then, 
Fresh Start has featured inspiring music from our choir, youth choir and guest musicians. Stephen Milton  
returned to kick off the new year, and we heard inspiring words from Candice Bist, Alexa Gilmour, and our 
own Deanna and Paul Wilson. We also have received a tremendous gift of a new youth-led Drama Club. And 
Hugh Reid consecrated Holy Communion to begin our Lenten season. 

Coming up later this month, we will worship with Michael Blair, General Secretary of the United Church,  
plus many more outstanding figures from within our community and from beyond. Join us each Sunday at 
8:45am for a service that centres discussion, community, justice, and love! 

 

 
 
 

23rd Kingsway-Lambton  
Online Art Show & Sale 

 

Congratulations to the “Art for Charity” Draw winners! 

Thank you to our talented artists (John Adams, Marsha Strycharz, 
and Jack Zhou) for donating these beautiful paintings. 

“A Place to Daydream” by John Adams — Won by Charles Donley 

“Two Delicious” by Marsha Strycharz — Won by Earl Humphreys 

“Twilight” by Jack Zhou — Won by David W. Knight 

Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for the  
“Art for Charity” Draw. 

Thank you all for the amazing support of the  
23rd Kingsway-Lambton Online Art Show & Sale. 

Stay in touch!  Sign up at www.kingswaylambtonartshow.ca  
for all Art Show & News and updates. 
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Let your friends and family know how to Subscribe to our Newsletter 

Do your friends or family want to keep up with all the events and services at Kingsway-Lambton? 

Just let them know they can sign up for the newsletters on the church website. At the bottom of 
every page on the KL website (www.kingswaylambton.ca), they can subscribe by filling in their email 
address and clicking ‘Subscribe’ then following the instructions from there. They will then get all the 
good news about services, groups, and special events delivered to their email Inbox. Soon, they'll 
be 'in the know' just like you. 

(Note: The Office is unable to sign up people for the newsletter due to privacy issues.) 

Listening Circle 2: A Social Justice Forum hosted by Fresh Start 
by Donna-Lee Waymann 

In response to requests for further anti-racism dialogue following last September’s 
informative and well received presentation of a “Listening Circle and Conversation 
about Racism, Social Injustice and Personal Experiences”, Reverend Colin McCartney 
and Pastor Jordan Thoms of Connect City Toronto were invited to return for a follow 
up engagement. The focus of their second anti-racism forum, held on January 22nd,  
was ‘white privilege’, a phrase defined by the Merriman-Webster Dictionary as “the 
set of social and economic advantages that white people have by virtue of their race 
in a culture characterized by racial inequality.” 

As part of their presentation, Colin and Jordan facilitated a diversity panel comprised of two speakers  
affiliated with Connect Ministry and from the Black community and two Kingsway-Lambton church members, 
Richard Efting and Karen Neave from our Anti-Racism Learning Series Committee, who shared their lived  
experiences as people of white privilege.   

All four panelists were gracious in their willingness to be vulnerable and honest. They demonstrated  
courage in participating in an uncomfortable conversation which highlighted that power, benefits, and other 
advantages are distributed in unequal ways among the different groups here in our Canadian society and  
beyond.  

Forty-two people attended the evening via Zoom video conferencing. Feedback from a follow -up survey 
indicated a strong desire by the majority for further learning and movement to action. Many signed up for 
the February 2021 Anti-racism Learning Series.  
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Fresh Start and Worship Services 

We are continuing to provide online digital worship services to enable you to worship at home with Rev. 
Hugh. Both the Fresh Start Service and Worship Service are available to view. Visit our website for the 
links to the videos of the pre-recorded services, and take comfort from this worship in your home. 

Please join us for these at a time that works for you and your family. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Join Rev. Hugh D. Reid and the online Bible Study Group every Wednesday morning 
at 10am for thoughtful discussion on weekly scriptures and how they relate to our 
everyday lives. This Wednesday we will discuss the Apostles Creed. 

To join in the discussion, please register at this link. The information to join the  
weekly group will be emailed out weekly prior to the meeting time.  

There is a short tutorial video (click here) that will show you what to do to connect 
to our meeting. Please do this before the time of the video-conference. The tutorial 
is less than one minute. 

Teen Drop-in 

The 2020-2021 Confirmation cohort continues in the New Year 
in our online format, meeting once a month. 

The Confirmation journey is a space for youth to consider 
questions about life, faith, and God, in community. In the  
coming months some themes to be explored will be what it 
means to have faith, reading the Bible, and who is the Holy 
Spirit. 

For Zoom information contact Alana Martin at  
alana@thegoproject.ca 

Kingsway-Lambton Worships with You at Home 
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Announcements 

In Memoriam 

Joan Robertson 
February 1, 2021 

Clive Curtis  
February 24, 2021 

Chloe Medow Ketcham 
Born December 20, 2020 

To parents Rev. Leanne  
and Andrew Ketcham 

Alicia Duque 
Born March 21, 2021 

To parents Santiago  
and Camila Duque 

Births 

Congratulations, much love, and many  
blessings to both families from  
the Kingsway-Lambton family. 
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Blessings of the Easter Season 


