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Sunday, April 25, 2021 ~ Fourth Sunday in Easter  

Welcome 
 

Greeting    

 The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
 

Call to Worship 

 In the darkest valley, at the banquet table; 

in the hard work of life, at the moments of ease; 

 in our day-to-day reality, at times set aside– 

like this time, now– for worship, for listening, for paying attention; 

 with every step we take: goodness and mercy follow us; our cups overflow. 
 

Song – The Lord’s My Shepherd1 
 

The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by. 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me the quiet waters by. 
 

My soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, e'en for his own name's sake; 

within the paths of righteousness, e'en for his own name's sake. 
 

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, yet will I fear no ill; 

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still; 

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still. 
 

My table thou hast richly spread in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows. 

My head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows. 
 

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me, 

and in God's house forevermore my dwelling place shall be; 

and in God's house forevermore my dwelling place shall be. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

 

 

 



The Readings 

 Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures; 

and leads me beside still waters;  

 You restore my soul, O Lord 

and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.  

 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I shall fear no evil; for you are with me;  

 your rod and your staff— they comfort me.  

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  

 you anoint my head with oil and my cup is running over.  

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  

 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. The Word of the Lord 
  

 1 John 3:16-24 

We know love by this, that Christ laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 

our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s 

goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us 

love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we 

are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn 

us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts 

do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever 

we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.  
 

And this is God’s commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 

Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his 

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 

abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.   The Word of the Lord  

 

 The Holy Gospel according to John 10:11-18 

Jesus said: ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am 

the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do 

not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 

will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 



my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 

this command from my Father.’ The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Sermon  
 

Song: The King Of Love My Shepherd Is2 
 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth 

and, where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 
 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 

thy rod and staff my comfort still; thy cross before to guide me. 
 

And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never. 

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Let us Confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



Prayers of the People:   We pray: Lord in your mercy… and respond: Hear our prayer. 

 

Holy Communion3 (only during zoom) 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to give praise to you, Jesus Christ, God in human form. 

You summon forth new life, from the silence of the grave,  

and abundant hope, where none was to be found.  
 

Born into obscurity,  

 flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone he came. 

Baptised into solidarity with all who yearn for a better world, 

 flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone he came. 

Identifying the uniqueness in all who were ordinary, 

transforming dead tradition into living faith, 

 flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone he came. 

And then denied by those who followed him, crucified by those who feared him, 

dead, buried, consigned to hell until heaven required his resurrection 

and he arose to redeem all that we had ruined; 

 flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone, him we hallow, whose name is Jesus. 
 

Holy and gracious God present with us now, send in kindness your holy spirit 

to settle on this bread and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 
 

As we share this food, may that same spirit nourish, cherish and change us 

until through the mystery of your grace, we know ourselves to be 

 flesh of his flesh, bone of his bone and resolve to know and follow Christ forever.  

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 L: Now Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us; 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 

 



Benediction  

 

Song – Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us4 
 

Saviour like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care. 

In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours 
 

We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 

keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
 

Early let us seek your favour, early let us do your will; 

blessed Lord and only Saviour, with your love our spirits fill. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 54you have loved us, love us still. 

 

Dismissal   

L: Go in peace. Christ is with us.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

1 ELW hymn #778 Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh. Music: James L. Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob. Arr. © 

Oxford University Press. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240. 
2 ELW hymn #502 vs. 1, 2, 4, & 6. In the Public Domain 
3 written by John L. Bell & Graham Maule. From The Wee Worship Book. ©2015 Wild Goose Resource Group. Reprinted with 

permission under OneLicense #A736240 
4 ELW hymn #789 vs. 1, 2, & 4.  In the Public Domain 

 

                                                 


