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-Practical love identifies the disciple of Christ- 

Date:  May 2, 2021 (Easter 5) 

1.  Texts:  Acts 8:26-40; Ps. 22:24-30; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8. 

2.  Subject:  discipleship. 

3.  Topic:  love as an absolute mandate for the disciple. 

4.  Aim:  guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “Active, meaningful, practical love is a requirement of the Christian.” 
 

CHRISTIAN DISCIPLE = ACTIVE LOVER 

 

 We Christians know we’re supposed to love God and people. 

[Jesus] said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  This 

is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 

“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”  On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’1 
 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 

as I have loved you, you also should love one another.2 
 

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 

as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love…This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 

have loved you.3 

 

 This love to which we are commanded by Jesus was also modelled by Jesus.  

That’s the “…as I have loved you…” bit.  Our love for God and for others is to be 

like Jesus’ love for God and for others.  We know this, too. 

 

 We even know what that love is supposed to be like.   

For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life 

in order to take it up again.4 
 

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends.5 

 
1 Matthew 22:37-40 
2 John 13:34. 
3 John 15:10, 12.   
4 John 10:17. 
5 John 15:13.   
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Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 

had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. 

Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 

the end.6 
 

I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, 

so that the world may know that you have sent me and 

have loved them even as you have loved me.7 

 

 Our love for God and for others is to be self-sacrificing, placing God and 

others ahead of our own lives.   

 

 It is also supposed to be visible love, love made tangible, practical and real.  

Jesus demonstrated his love through his life and death.  His disciples saw his love 

in his personal and real sacrifices.  We actually know what love is supposed to 

look like. 

 

 We know all this.  Now we have to make all this knowledge contextual and 

real in our own lives.  This is not all that difficult. 

 

 In our day and age we start out by following all the Alberta Health Services 

recommendations, guidelines and restrictions.  We wear masks in public.  We 

wash and sanitize frequently.  We practice physical distancing, especially in the 

grocery stores.  We keep our worship numbers to the current 15% of our fire code 

occupancy rating, while respecting the other limits.  We do not patronize 

establishments or businesses that are neglecting the restrictions.  We limit our 

social contacts.  We do these things to demonstrate our love for God and for 

others. 

 

 In our day and age we continue to prove our love for God and for others by 

refusing to share in racist, bigoted, and prejudiced actions.  Having been loved 

by God through Jesus, we will show our love to all without regard for skin colour, 

ethnicity, religion, gender, or economic status.  That love will be practical and 

 
6 John 13:1. 
7 John 17:23.   
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tangible as we stand up against those who are acting in racist, bigoted or 

prejudiced ways.   

 

 In our day and age we prove that God loves us by intentionally connecting 

our loving actions with Jesus and our salvation.  This is likely the most difficult 

of the three applications.  Oh, not because we don’t know how to connect what 

we do with our faith.  The difficulty arises because the world doesn’t want us to 

share our faith.  Sure, the world wants us to support public health and combat 

racism.  But they don’t like it when we then say, “We do such things because God 

proved through Jesus that he loves all of us.” 

 

 But such proclamations are part of our demonstration of God’s love.  We 

are not proving that we’re sentimental and kind people.  That’s not the intent of 

our loving actions.  With those actions we are proving that we are saved and that 

we want others to experience salvation.  Supporting public health measures and 

combatting racism proclaim, demonstrate and model God’s self-sacrificing love.  

As disciples of Christ we “connect the dots” for those around us.   

 

 None of this is new.  The Wesleys and the Oxford Movement priests 

working in the slums of London knew all this.  The slave trade abolitionists 

practiced all this.  The Church Army in Canada was organized along almost 

military lines to practice all this.  We all know this and have known it for a long 

time.   

 

 But given some very high profile incidents in North America, it seems 

fitting to remind ourselves of the central position that practical love plays in the 

Christian faith.  Given the ongoing tensions in applying the recommendations of 

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, it seems like a good time to remember 

our truths.  God is love.  You and I prove that we love God as we love others with 

his same passion.  Such love is to be practical, tangible and visible in our 

circumstances.  That’s the way it was back in Jesus’ day.  That’s the way he wants 

it in our day. 

 

 AMEN.   


