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-Self-sacrificing love- 

Date:  May 9, 2021 (Easter 6) 

1.  Texts:  Acts 10:44-48; Ps. 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17. 

2.  Subject:  love. 

3.  Topic:  love as evangelistic. 

4.  Aim:  challenge, guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “God has called us to a future guided by self-sacrificing love.” 
 

OUR EASTER THEME 

 

 Let’s be clear:  I do not choose the Bible readings for each Sunday.  They all 

and always come from the Revised Common Lectionary. 

 

 The use of a specified list of Bible readings stretches back to the 1500s.  The 

Revised Common Lectionary is descended from a Roman Catholic lectionary 

from 1969 following the reforms of the Second Vatican Council.  This lectionary 

went through a variety of editions until it finally ends up in a version contained 

in our Book of Alternative Services.  Minor revisions to this lectionary are ongoing. 

 

 But, since 1994, the readings from which I write these sermons are chosen 

for me, not by me.  So blame the lectionary for the fact that I the same sermon 

keeps coming up every week.  Ever since Easter, we have been forced to cope 

with love in the Christian community.  I wouldn’t be at all surprised if you’re 

thinking that the same sermon is being edited every week. 

 

 The readings today insist that 

a. Christian disciples are held to a higher standard of love than non-disciples 

and 

b. this higher standard of love actually demonstrates that the disciples 

genuinely love God. 

So, the person who claims to be a Christian loves God so much that he or she is 

willing to sacrifice himself for another person.  Such sacrifices prove that the 

disciple does love God.  Such sacrifices demonstrate to others the love of God.   

 

 Sacrifice for the sake of others is part of God’s definition of love.  The person 

who will not sacrifice cannot love.  The person who will not sacrifice cannot claim 

to be a Christian.   
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 Jesus once said,  “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”1  

This is still about loving sacrifice and sacrificial love, but with this sentence Jesus 

linked the sacrifice required by love with the outcomes of ministry and 

evangelism.  The disciple who demonstrates the love of God through sacrifice is 

actually ministering to others and proclaiming the gospel to them.  The number 

of disciples is to be increased through the loving sacrifices of the existing 

disciples.  

 

 Sacrificial love is thus both the proof of our salvation and one of the clearest 

proclamations of our salvation.  Such love is demonstration and declaration.   

 

 All this is very clear to us—in part because we’ve been dealing with this 

theme since Easter.  But the problematical bit is the “how”.  What does sacrificial 

love look like now?  Back when the Gospels were being written, “greater love has 

no one than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends,” was to be taken literally:  

disciples were to choose to die for another believer.  Nowadays that is not likely 

to be the case, at least not in Canada.  So, what will this kind of “death to self” 

look like for us? 

 

 It certainly will be putting racism, bigotry and sexism to death.  Such 

attitudes and actions are to be entirely rejected by those who love God.  The First 

Letter of John reminds us, 

Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are 

liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 

have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.2 

Racist, bigoted and sexist actions are proof of an unconverted soul.  Death to self 

and the transforming love of God will certainly involve the rejection of racism, 

bigotry and sexism.   

 

 In a related theme, the sacrificial love of Christ will also call the believer to 

fight for justice and righteousness.  This will risk the public condemnation of 

those who would limit justice, but that’s part of the potential sacrifice.  Those who 

 
1 John 12:24.   
2 1 John 4:20.   
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love God and are loved by him will work to ensure that the victims of racism, 

bigotry and sexism experience justice and righteousness.   

 

 The disciples practicing sacrificial love will also have to love those whom 

they don’t even like and with whom they are uncomfortable.  This might be the 

homeless person on the street whose every other word is the “F-bomb” or who is 

addicted to opioids.  Sacrifice will be called for when loving that aggressive co-

worker or the person who hates God and the Church.  Sacrificial love will be 

complicated with that conspiracy-driven relative who won’t wear a mask and 

counsels everyone who’ll listen against getting a Covid vaccine.   

 

 It was back in 1994 that the Common Lectionary became the Revised 

Common Lectionary.  Back in 1994 the editors of the lectionary insisted that the 

Church should listen to very particular words from God.   

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 

God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this 

we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 

and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we 

obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 

burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world.3 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be complete. 

 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you.4 

 

 Christ has commanded us, and as disciples we are committed to obeying 

him.  He has ordered us to self-sacrificing love and to loving sacrifice.  We die to 

self so that Christ might rise within us.  We die to self so that others might see 

 
3 1 John 5:1-4a.   
4 John 15:9-14.   
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God’s love at work through us.  The theme of the lectionary during this Easter 

season is the transforming sacrifice of Christ working through us to change the 

world.  More than twenty years ago, the editors of a lectionary heard God’s 

challenge to us.  God has called us to a glorious future—to having a hand in the 

salvation of others through our acts of self-sacrificing love.   

 

 May we all embrace that future in the here and now. 

 

 AMEN.   


