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PEACE BE WITH YOU!
We have journeyed through Lent
and Holy Week. We have experienced
the emotions of Easter morning, as
the women walked to the tomb,
grieving at the loss of their teacher.
They arrive to discover the stone rolled away, and they hear the
news that Christ is risen! We have entered the season of Easter,
which lasts 50 days until the day of Pentecost. This year, Pentecost
falls on May 23rd. We will hear the accounts through the season of
Easter of Christ appearing to people after his resurrection.
On April 11, we heard the account of Jesus appearing to Thomas
and the other apostles and Jesus says “Peace be with you”. Again,
in John 20, we hear Jesus declaring to his disciples, “Peace be with
you!” We get to meditate and think about the peace that comes
from Christ. Jesus dispels the fear of the disciples and encourages
the faith of Thomas. Thomas might be a relatable figure to some of
us. I recently read an online article which stated that Thomas is
remembered for one time of doubt, even though he, like the rest of
the disciples gave up everything to follow Christ.
During these times, remembering the peace of Christ is a good
thing. The peace that Christ brings us can strengthen our faith now,
and throughout the year. How is your faith? I’m sure many of us
have doubts or questions, or times when we feel far from God. But
God continues to be with us even when we have questions. Know
that Christ is with us, and the resurrected Christ comes to us to tell
us, “peace be with you”! As we see signs of new life growing up
around us, and as we move into summer, warmer weather, and the
season of Pentecost, be reminded that Christ is risen! And Christ
comes to us and says, “Peace be with you”!
PR. JEFF GEIGER

RED IS THE COLOR FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY (5/23)
On Pentecost Sunday – let us witness to the Spirit that
unites us by wearing red! Also, the Altar Guild will
decorate the sanctuary with red geraniums. We invite
you to share a geranium in honor or remembrance of
a loved one and then take it home with you after the
service that day. The cost for a geranium is $6. Look for a sign-up
sheet at the Welcome Center in the south entry area.
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Women of Bethany
AS A COMMUNITY OF WOMEN WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO
GROW IN FAITH AND AFFIRM OUR GIFTS

Listed below are current prayer concerns along with those over
the past month. Thank you for your prayerful support for these
individuals & families. If you have a prayer request, let us know.

Health Concerns:
Kent Baker, Sharon Clarke, Lloyd Duffney, Gerald Koester,
Linda Kunzmann, Sandy Manwarren, Kim McCune,
Marsha Nelson, Keith & Jan Orr, Hallee & Gentry Salton,
Steve Salts, Michelle, Summers, Marv Umbrell
Richard Kuehler (Matt Kuehler’s father)
Duane Schneider (Twila Henning’s brother)
Ed Duffney (Lloyd Duffney’s son)
Josh Dizzine (Susan Geiger’s co-worker’s son)
Jackie Braunschweig (Lynn Egesdal’s sister-in-law)
Those who mourn (the families of):
Chad Harms (Friend of Randy Riecks)
Denny Seversen (Sharon Clarke’s brother)
Ken (Doc) Manwarren (Greg Manwarren’s brother)
Mike Hawke (Pastor Jeff’s uncle)
Thanksgiving and Well Wishes:
Birth of new baby girl, Rudy, born to Taylor and Ryan,
Grandparents are Dawn & Rory Huntoon;
Reba Jayne Schulz baptized at Bethany on April 18,
daughter of Dave & Patty Schulz
Senior Class of 2021, including Bethany’s seniors:
Payton Cooper, Hallie Rusk,
Kendel Schmidt-Loehr, Ian Youngdahl

FUN & FELLOWSHIP
Making Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Mission Quilts is a
tangible way to express love to our neighbors in need.
Quilts can be used as warm bedding, simple tents or floor
coverings. Each one reflects God's loving presence in a
world rife with suffering. Our Fun & Fellowship workday for
LWR missions this month is Thursday, May 13 at 9:00am.
Please considering joining in this labor of love.

WESTERN IA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION
33RD ANNUAL CONVENTION
Save the Date: Saturday, June 19, 2021

First Lutheran Church-226 N Putnam Street-Algona IA 50511

CHERISH HOUSE BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER

Thank you to Bethany family and friends for the many
prayers, cards and calls during October through December
of 2020. Special thanks to Pastor Geiger and Onalee for
home and hospital visits. Steve survived COVID, a stroke, a
blood clot in the lung and a blood infection!! I survived
COVID and caring for Steve!! 
God Bless, Rhonda Salts
Note: Our apologies to Rhonda & Steve for the delay in
getting this thank into our newsletter.

ADOPT-A-FLOWER BED
Spring is in the air and green is popping up in our flower
beds here at the church! It’s a great time to be outside!!
If you might be interested in lending a helping hand to keep
things looking nice around the church yard, please give a
call to Bruce Iverson–262-3555. Many hands make light
work! Thank you for your time and consideration!!
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A simple project can make a BIG
difference! Beginning on Mother’s Day,
May 9, you will find baby bottles at the
Welcome Center, back entry-way, and the
box outside. Each person or family is
encouraged to take a bottle home and fill
it with loose change, dollar bills, or a
donation check with Cherish Center noted in the memo line.
When the bottle is full, bring it back to the church office. All
bottles need to be returned by Father’s Day, June 20.
Another way to donate is to visit their website,
www.cherishcenter.org, click on the donate tab, and fill out
the information. In the comments section, please note your
donation is part of the baby bottle fundraising campaign
with Bethany Lutheran Church in Spencer. 100% of the
proceeds go directly to Cherish Center and will be used to
help operate Cherish House, where pregnant teen mothers
receive counseling, training and personal support. If you
have any questions, please contact Jamie Blume at 712262-6630 or via email at: jruskblume@yahoo.com. Thankyou!!

2

INCOME/EXPENSE SUMMARY
Year-to-Date Revenues...................................... $73,257.89
Year-to-Date Expenses ....................................... 75,982.11
Year-to-Date Revenues over Expenses.............. $ (2,724.22)
-- As of March 31, 2021 –
Thank you for your continued support of the
missions and ministries of Bethany Lutheran Church!
MAY WORSHIP TIMES & SCRIPTURE READINGS

Thank You!

Come to worship – Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
Or tune in to the service via livestream on You Tube or
FaceBook. If you haven’t already found us online, log on to
our website: www.bethluthspencer.com and click the
applicable icons located in the upper right-hand corner on
our home page. And, don’t forget to invite others to come
or to watch the service, too. All are welcome!

I am excited to share the news that Bethany
recently received a share of the proceeds of a
charitable trust. The anonymous gift was
designated for use of property and facility
management. Consequently, our capital
campaign fund deficit has been covered and
the balance of the gift has been invested for future property
needs. Bethany’s church council and properties committee
are extremely grateful for this generous gift and for the
caring donors’ obvious love of Bethany. This gift will sustain
our church home well into the future. We are truly blessed!
Sandi Schmidt, treasurer

MAY 2 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Scripture: Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8
Greeter: Sue Boblit; Reader: Susan Rohan;
Ushers: Susan Rohan, Jill Meyer;
MAY 9 – SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MILESTONE SUNDAY: HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
Scripture: Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17;
Greeter: Jody Vollmer; Reader: Kirby Schmidt;
Ushers: Cindy Heiter, Kirby Schmidt;
MAY 16 – SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Scripture: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, Psalm 1,
1 John 5:9-13, John 17:6-19
Greeter: Cindy Heiter; Reader: Judy Hiemstra;
Ushers: Mark & Sharon Cameron;
MAY 23 – DAY OF PENTECOST
Scripture: Acts: 2:1-21, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b,
Romans 8:22-27, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Greeter: Pixie Jensen; Reader: Pixie Jensen;
Ushers: Kirk & Sue Andersen;
MAY 31 – HOLY TRINITY
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 29,
Romans 8:12-17, John 3:1-17
Greeter: Jaci Schrier; Reader: Mary Markse;
Ushers: Doug & Mary Marske
May Audio/Video Tech Team:
Hannah Geiger, Randy Phillips, Sandi Schmidt
REMINDER: Services are rebroadcast on SMU Channel 2 on
Tuesdays at 5pm and Wednesdays at 10am. One way or
another, please join us!!
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IN HOUSE ACTIVITIES RESUMING
Consider joining in these ministries of Bethany:

MEN OF BETHANY (MOB) BIBLE STUDY
Men of Bethany and friends will resume meeting in person
in the parlor on Saturday mornings beginning on May 8.
They will continue to offer a Zoom link as well, so everyone
can participate as they feel comfortable. This group’s
primary focus is the coming Sunday’s scripture readings,
which are available in the column to the left.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY & PRAYER GROUP
This long-running ministry of Bethany will return to meeting
in person in the church parlor, beginning on Wednesday,
April 28, at 9:00 am. Throughout the pandemic, our
visitation minister, Onalee Wright has facilitated the group,
communicating via email to share prayer requests. The
group has continued to offer prayers and reach out with
note cards. They look forward to meeting in-person again
and picking up with the Bible Study portion of their
meeting, which includes a look at Sunday’s Gospel text.

ALL ARE WELCOME!!!
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY—THE WAY STATION

AN INVITATION TO APPLY FOR OPEN DOOR GRANTS
The Evangelical Church in America invites congregations
to apply for “Open Doors” grants to support ministries as
we return to in-person worship and gatherings. As we
resume in-person gatherings we are not simply reclaiming
our physical worship space. We are being reclaimed by God
and one another in the Spirit as we return to physical
community. As people freed by the gift of God’s love and
grace, how might we share that gift with others who might
need it too?
 How can we meet new people, especially as we
crave community following a time of
unprecedented isolation?
 How might we stay connected with people who
have not visited our church buildings but joined
us online?
 As we adjust to post-pandemic life, how can we
create new ideas to meet the changing needs of
our communities?
Who can apply?
Any ELCA congregation with a specific and actionable
idea for how its ministry might enable members to meet
new people while regathering in community as COVID-19
considerations allow is welcome to apply.
Share your thoughts and ideas
Do you have some thoughts or a creative idea on how
we might reach out to others in our community as we open
our doors? We would like to hear them and we encourage
you to share those ideas with our Evangelism Ministry Team
chair, Pixie Jensen – email: pixiej1950@gmail.com or via
phone call at 712-283-2029.
Time is of the essence
This invitation has a timeline. Grant applications are
currently being accepted with a deadline to apply of May 14
and a deadline to complete the application of May 19. For
more information and a list of answers to frequently asked
questions, visit this link: ELCA.org/OpenDoors.
Open doors invite us in to gather and open doors send us
out to meet our neighbors. Be inspired!
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In April Bethany Lutheran Church was introduced to
Beth Preston and The Way Station, an outreach to provide
a place of relaxation, renewal, recharging and restoration
through the love of Christ.
The Way Station is meant to serve as a gathering place
that reaches many people, but especially those who may
not have a church to call their own. At The Way Station,
visitors can enjoy coffee, tea, a light snack, art projects,
books, a space where healing prayers can be offered and
more.
In addition, local teens/young adults are gathering
together on Thursdays after school for a time of food and
fellowship. And this is where WE CAN HELP! Bethany
Lutheran Church is volunteering to supply a meal for those
gathering together at The Way Station on the second
Thursday for the months of May, June and July. If we have
enough interest to help, we will commit to more months.
WHAT WE NEED: Our first meal to provide to The Way
Station is scheduled for Thursday, May 13th. We need to
supply a home cooked meal for around 12-15 people, and
have it delivered to The Way Station (120 West 4th Street,
Spencer) around 4:00pm. If you are interested in helping
plan, make and deliver a meal, please look for a sign-up
sheet at the Welcome Center. If you have questions contact
Lynn Egesdal at lynn@bethluthspencer.com or Jamie Blume
at jruskblume@yahoo.com.
Want to help but do not have the time?? Please consider
donating some money to help buy the food to be prepared.
Cash or check can be left in the church office with The Way
Station noted in the memo.
Thank-you for putting your Faith in Action and helping
to supply a home cooked meal for members in our
community!
NEW MEMBER INFORMATION
Are you, or is someone you know
interested in joining Bethany? A time to
share information about our church and
the Lutheran faith will be coming up next
month. If you have questions or want to
join Bethany, we encourage you to
contact the church office at 262-2327.
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WESTERN IOWA SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2021
The Western Iowa Synod Assembly 2021 convened on
Saturday, April 10 via Zoom. Susan Geiger and Susan Rohan
attended as delegates for Bethany along with Pastor Jeff and
Deacon Lynn. Highlights of assembly are listed below:


















Opening worship, including a remembrance of 13 leaders
who passed away since the 2019 assembly
Received greetings from
o Rev. Christopher Otten, Assistant to the Presiding
Bishop and Director, Federal Chaplaincies
o Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
Recognition of 17 Western Iowa candidates for candidacy
Recognition of 62 ordination anniversaries and 19
congregation anniversaries
Bishop Lorna Halaas gave her bishop’s report
Received the 2020 treasurer’s report, reporting
congregational Mission Support of $785,000, a shortfall
of $75,000 to budget. With other synod efforts, we were
able to pass on $329,390 (42%!) to Churchwide, fulfilling
our 2020 Mission intent statement. Thank you!
Approved the following resolutions:
o Adopted the 2021 revised budget and 2022
proposed budget, including Mission Support income
of $850,000 and $875,000, respectively
o 2022 Western Iowa Compensation Guidelines
o Amended the Western Iowa constitution (3
provisions)
o Brought forward and postponed until 2022: A 2019
resolution requesting action toward a synodical
merger or consolidation
Reminded that offerings would be supporting the
Igumbilo Lutheran Girls Secondary School in Tanzania
and transportation for Western Iowa Synod youth to the
2022 LYO Youth Gathering
Heard several “Grace Moments” that have occurred in
the synod
Elected 34 persons to synod committee positions. Thank
you to those serving!
Announced the 11 Endowment Fund recipients
Announced the 2022 Synod Assembly will be held
April 22-23, 2022 in Sioux City
Finished with a closing litany and prayers

A reminder that the entire “Currents of Grace” assembly is
available for viewing by clicking on the Western Iowa SynodFacebook link on the synod website
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MOBILE FOOD PANTRY – MAY 4
On Tuesday, May 4, from 4-6pm, the Spencer Seventh
Day Adventist Church (1910-10th Ave E) will partner with
Food Bank of Iowa to offer a mobile food pantry. This is
free and open to the public, targeted toward individuals
in need of food assistance. Participants are reminded
that COVID-19 protocols are in place. Please remain in
your car and follow traffic directions. Volunteers will load
the food into your trunk. For more information on the
Spencer Mobile Food Pantry, please call Spencer Seventh
Day Adventist Church 262-5766 or 262-5213 or email:
spencerda@imsda.org. Please help get the word out to
folks who are in need of food assistance! Thanks!!
SEWING MACHINE LOOKING FOR A HOME
This vintage item was recently gifted to Bethany and the
owner’s only request was that it be put to use. A 1956
Singer Model 301A long-bed sewing machine in great
working order and it is complete with operator’s manual,
attachments, and carrying/storage case. If interested in this
machine please contact Sandi Schmidt at 262-7975.

EMAIL ADDRESS REMINDER
Are you still using an smunet.net
email address? On June 1 these
services will be coming to an end.
If you have changed your email
address, please remember to let
us know. We want to keep in
touch!!
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Bethany Children, Youth & Family Ministries
Deacon Lynn Egesdal, Coordinator of Children, Youth & Family Ministries

MILESTONES CELEBRATED
FIRST COMMUNION
On Maundy Thursday six of our fifth
and sixth grade students celebrated
and partook in their first communion.
Though we are still using caution
during this pandemic, the families
were invited forward to receive a more
traditional communion with bread and
wine. The families then provided some
grab and go cake to help the students
celebrate this milestone. Those
receiving their first communion were:
Dexter Rutter, Brynn Merchant,
Lily McWhirter, Kendra Manwarren,
Daniel Boblit and Aaliyah Van Ampting.
Congratulations to these students and
their families!!
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
We will celebrate this Milestone at our worship service on Sunday, May 9 at 9am. Seniors will be recognized
and receive a special gift that has been made for them by the Men and Women of Bethany. Since we are unable
to have a breakfast this year, plans are to have a “to-go” packet to send with the grads and their families. Baskets
will be available for each senior if you would like to leave a card. Please join us as we celebrate with our
graduates!
CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE BETHANY SENIORS!!
BLESSINGS TO YOU ON YOUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION!

Payton Cooper
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Hallie Rusk

Kendel Schmidt

Ian Youngdahl
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CONFIRMATION CAMP

BAPTISM OF REBA JAYNE SCHULZ
We celebrate with Dave and Patty Schulz on the baptism
of Reba on Sunday, April 18th. God’s blessing upon Reba
and the Schulz family as they raise their daughter in the
Christian faith, surrounded and supported by their
Bethany family!!

All Bethany youth who are completing sixth grade are
encouraged to attend Confirmation Camp this summer
at Lutheran Lakeside. We are setting aside July 18-23 to
attend this year as a group. However, if you cannot
attend with the group there are other dates available.
There is also a special “campership” available for those
attending Confirmation Camp for the first time. If you
have questions please talk to Lynn Egesdal, Coordinator
of Children, Youth and Family ministries at Bethany and
make sure to sign up for camp ASAP.

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS WRAPPING UP!!!
We have a couple more weeks left of Sunday School!!! We have been
holding two sessions, one on Sunday mornings from 10:15 – 11:15 am
and on Wednesday afternoons from 4:00 – 5:15 pm. The kids have been
learning bible stories through different activities such as drama, games,
baking and having fun along the way!!! Our last day of Sunday morning
class will be on Mother’s Day, May 9th and the last Wednesday
afternoon class will be Wednesday, May 5th!!!

VBS IS JUNE 5!!
The Faith-in-Action Committee and
the Vacation Bible School Committee
is teaming up to provide a service
project opportunity for the kids,
and we need YOUR HELP!
WHAT WE ARE DOING: Making personal care kits to donate to Lutheran World Relief.
HOW CAN YOU HELP: We are in need of donations of regular size, dark color, bath towels.
Please bring towel donations to church in the month of May and leave them in the marked basket at the north
entry-way door or at the Welcome Center.
If you have questions, please feel free to contact Jamie Blume at jruskblume@yahoo.com or at 712-262-6630.
Thank-you for putting YOUR Faith in Action! For more details about VBS, please see the back of this page
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Vacation Bible School with a Twist
This year things are going to look a bit different for
Vacation Bible School. We are planning a Day Camp
instead of a full week of activities and plans are
underway!! Come and join us for a day of fun as we learn
about water and its importance to us both physically and
spiritually.
We'll have fun learning through skits, stories, games,
crafts & simulation stations. On June 5th those students
going into kindergarten through 6th grade are invited to
come and join us!! Friends are always welcome.
See our website: www.bethluthspencer.com for more
information or on our Facebook event to assist with
planning. To get signed up, use this link:
https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/3654715! A contact
information form for parents/guardians is also needed.
Find it on our website.
Other Fun Opportunities!!!
Also watch your email and/or Facebook for other fun
learning opportunities that we will host throughout the
summer. These will include day camps or sessions
focusing on art, music, cooking and/or baking!! There’ll
be something for everyone!!
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