St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
“People of Christ Making a Difference”
119 N Church Street
Lexington, SC
5th Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE!
During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember:
We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday. Please don’t hesitate to let us know
how we can help! The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or
jasonantley@earthlink.net)
If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page. On your phone,
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full
website). At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES. Here are the details:
Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube.
Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual
worship.
Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there
directly. Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays.
Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update.
Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or
giving through the Givelify app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya
Reynolds.
Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get
on Sunday.
If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors. We
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can! Please take time to call folks who may not
have a strong network and may be in need. Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be
“People of Christ Making a Difference!”
We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook
page for updates. God bless you! We love you! Stay safe out there!
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GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
By our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, God raises us up to new life. Let us confess
to God our sins and all that waits for resurrection in our lives.
Amen.
God of grace and glory,
You have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. Yet our
lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in Christ, O God. Make us new as you make all
things new. Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore us to
living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil
deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts out hate, brings peace, and
humbles earthly pride. God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to
all who confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you always.
And also with you.
RESPONSIVE LITURGY
As branches are dependent on the sap of the vine.
So are our souls dependent on the Life that comes from God.
People of God, let us come to the Fountain of Life with hearts full of praise.
Let us taste and see the goodness of the Lord. Come, let us worship God!
THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
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FIRST READING

Acts 8:26-40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot,
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join
it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited
Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not
open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For
his life is taken away from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you,
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak,
and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is
to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip
and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on
his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region,
he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
26

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 22:25-31

25

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”
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SECOND READING

1 John 4:7-21

7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through
him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
12
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in
us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
14
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.
15
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we
have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love
abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may
have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear
in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,”
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.
THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:1-8

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
8
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Pat

SERMON

Pastor Pat
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"Now the Green Blade Rises”

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 379

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
OFFERING
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us. Don’t forget to support our
ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate at the doors of the church, mailing your
offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app. This may also be a
time to consider direct deposit giving. For more details please contact our Parish Administrator,
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.
Anthem

"O Blessed Spring"
O blessed spring, where word and sign embrace us into Christ the Vine:
here Christ enjoins each one to be a branch of this life-giving Tree.
Through summer heat of youthful years, uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
sustained by Christ's infusing rain, the boughs will shout for joy again.
When autumn cools and youth is cold, when limbs their heavy harvest hold,
then through us, warm, the Christ will move with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.
As winter comes, as winters must, we breathe our last, return to dust;
still held in Christ, our souls take wing and trust the promise of the spring.
Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, be praised for this blest mystery:
that word and water thus revive and join us to your Tree of Life.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives
and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the
sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for
us for the forgiveness of our sins. It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for
your family to share. As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with,
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament
transcend space and time. May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day.

C

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
The communicant may say: “Amen.”)
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
May God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who has brought us from death to life, fill you
with great joy and bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!”
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood."
Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o'er,
shall our hearts forget his promise: "I am with you evermore"?
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to share the good news that Christ is Risen!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Agnes Corley’s 80th birthday
(5/6) by her Children and Grandchildren.
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