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Names are important. Do you ever wonder why you get 
upset when someone mispronounces your name, misspells 
your name, gets your name totally wrong? It’s because our 
names are our most valuable possession. They are ours from 
cradle to grave (usually) and even if a name is changed 
then that name becomes a valuable possession. It’s the 
same for parishes.

The last parish merger and name change in the diocese 
was January 13, 2016, when St. Mark’s, Kitsilano merged 
with St. George's, Vancouver and became St. Mary Magda-
lene. Over the past few months, the Parish of St. Matthias 
and St. Luke an “almost” merger of two parishes in 1997 
has been going through the process of changing its name. 

This name change is a bit different, as the church build-
ing that houses the Parish of St. Matthias and St. Luke used 
to be home to a larger congregation. Many in that former 
congregation made the choice to leave when the Supreme 
Court of Canada found in June of 2011 that parish build-
ings are to remain under the stewardship of the bishop of 
the diocese and must remain within the Anglican Church 
of Canada for all those current and future who wish to 
participate in the public worship of God in that denomina-
tion. Those who left the congregation decided they would 
continue to refer to their faith community as St. Matthias 
and St. Luke, even though they would be sharing a building 
(already with a name) with another congregation. 

The Rev. Marion Wong, vicar of the parish was kind 
enough to answer some questions in order to tell the story of 
the diocese of New Westminster’s latest parish name change.

Q. In 1997, the Parish of St. Luke joined the congregation of St. Mat-
thias at St. Matthias’ church. Would you share a little bit of history 
about how this came to be?
A. Here is a comment from one of our long-term parish-
ioners. “Diocesan leadership with great foresight, contem-
plated huge growth in the Oakridge area and the Parish of 
St. Matthias was right in front with a positive Christian 
influence on newcomers, especially people of diverse culture 
and ethnic background. St. Luke members, having years 
of experience ministering to newcomers to Canada, were 
invited to merge with the parishioners of St. Matthias, and 
work together in partnership to the Glory of God.”

The Parish of St. Matthias first held Sunday worship on 
June 19, 1960. The Parish of St. Luke had a longer history, 
with its ministry in South Vancouver beginning before 
1894. Throughout the more than 100 years of ministry, 
they had experienced lots of challenges, but were resilient 
and kept finding ways to move forward. Their faithfulness 
in living out their faith as followers of Christ is inspiring. 
Nineteen ninety-seven, marked a new beginning, as the two 
faith communities joined efforts to serve God in this place. 

Q. Did the Registrar of the diocese Donald Paul complete the legal 
paperwork? When was that completed? 
A. We are very fortunate to have Donald helping us with 
this complicated process. The Certificate for the Incorpora-
tion of the Parish of St. Titus, Oakridge was issued by the 
BC Government on December 30, 2020

Q. Who came up with the idea to change the name of the parish 
and when was the name change proposed? 
A. We have been experiencing problems related to our name
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The Rev. Marion Wong, Vicar of St. Titus displays the new name in front of what is now the former sign.  
The parish was expecting that the sign would be updated prior to this photo op. Good news, the sign was updated in late March. 

The new banner in context in the chancel by the altar cross.
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The Parish of St. Matthias and St. Luke started using the new name of the 
Parish of St. Titus, Oakridge effective March 1, 2021.

So how did this happen? What’s in a name? If an incorporated parish 
wants to change its name, how do you do it?

The first thing to do is to get the approval of the vestry and the bishop. 
Presuming this happens, then one moves from the ecclesiastical approval 
process to the government approval process.

As there are no change of name provisions in the special act that was 
passed in 1893, allowing Anglican parishes in our diocese to incorporate, 
changing the name of a parish is not as easy as you might think. There are 
two ways to accomplish a change of name. 

The first, and simplest, is to file a declaration of business name under 
the Partnership Act and then, for practical purposes, use the new name 
even though the “legal” name of the parish remains the old name. A busi-
ness example of this is The Toronto-Dominion bank which uses the trade 
name TD Canada Trust. 

The second way to change your parish name is to start from scratch by 
incorporating a new Parish Corporation. The problem with incorporating a 
new Parish Corporation is that one also needs to apply for a new charitable 
number from Canada Revenue Agency (CRA). This takes time and while 
in progress, any donations received by the new Parish Corporation, will 
not qualify for a tax receipt. So, it is important to ensure that donations 
continue to be made to the old parish corporation until the charitable 
number for the new Parish Corporation is secured. 

Typically, if one wants to do a name change quickly, but also wants 

to incorporate a new Parish Corporation, one will file a declaration of 
business name allowing the old Parish Corporation to use the new name 
as a temporary measure. Next, the new Parish Corporation will apply, in 
conjunction with the old Parish Corporation, to either:

 a.  transfer the charitable number from the old  
  Parish Corporation to the new one or
 b.  obtain a new charitable number. 

In the case of St. Titus, the two step procedure outlined in the prior para-
graph has been adopted. A declaration of business name was filed by the 
Parish of St. Mathias (Oakridge) in September 2020. That declaration 
was provided to the St. Matthias’ banker so that cheques payable to St. 
Titus could be deposited. In late December 2020, a new Parish Corpora-
tion was incorporated. It will remain dormant until the CRA process for 
obtaining a new, or transferring the old CRA Charitable registration to 
the new parish corporation. Since the old parish corporation is using the 
name of St. Titus as a business name, all donations continue to be eligible 
to receive tax receipts.

In St. Titus’ case, a merger agreement will govern the transfer of as-
sets of the prior Parish Corporations of St. Matthias and St. Luke (one 
corporation for each old parish) to the new one and the bylaws of all three 
corporations will be synced so that each person who is a trustee of the St. 
Titus Parish Corporation will automatically also be a trustee of the other 
two old Parish Corporations. The old Parish Corporations can not be 
wound up but will remain dormant. W

as it is the same as the other faith community. Not only 
was that an issue but we realized that when the two parishes 
merged in 1997, the process of legal name change was not 
done. In the Fall of 2019, Archbishop Skelton believed 
that it was time that the merger be completed, therefore we 
would need to decide on a new name to avoid confusion 
with the other group.

Q. How was that received by the members of your flock? 
A. At first this came as a surprise to many of us as very few 
of the current congregation knew that the merger in 1997 
was never completed. However, when they had a better 
sense of the situation and realized all the problems we had 
been experiencing, they were willing to go ahead with the 
name change.

Q. How was the new name chosen? 
A. To arrive at the new name, there was parish-wide con-
sultation making sure that everyone’s voice was heard. We 
had an Extraordinary Vestry meeting in March 2020 to 
talk about the name change and began to collect name 
suggestions. Out of the 11 suggested names, we asked 
everyone to vote on them to make a short list of three. We 
then discussed in depth these three names, who the people 
were, who’s names would be identified with our parish, 
and what these names meant to us as a faith community. 
After a period of discernment and many prayers, in July 
of 2020, we voted on the three names and the result is our 
new name: St. Titus.

Q. Was there some significance to the choice — Parish of St. Titus? 
A. Titus was an early Christian missionary and church 
leader. He was one of Paul’s converts, and a consider
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Many thanks to St. Titus’ Director of Music (second from left, top row) for this Zoom screenshot taken during the March 21 worship.CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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able help to Paul in his ministry. He worked with Paul at 
Ephesus during the third missionary journey. From there, 
Paul sent him to Corinth to help that church with its work. 
Paul and Titus worked briefly to introduce Christianity in 
Crete, then he commissioned Titus to remain there as his 
representative. Titus built up the church there, and later 
became the Bishop of Crete. 

As a missionary and church leader building up the 
church on the Island of Crete, the name St. Titus really 
speaks to us — a faith community rebuilding ourselves as 
the body of Christ. On one hand, we are like missionaries 
sharing the light and the love of God with people. On 
the other hand, we help people to build their relationship 
with God and nurture their spiritual growth to build up 
the church here in Vancouver. We had a Bible study on the 
Book of Titus last summer, and we envisioned together the 
future ministry of our faith community as St. Titus and 
talked about what our “appointed mission” is here and 
now in Vancouver.

Q. Are people excited about the new parish identity?
A. We are excited to move forward with our new parish 
identity as St. Titus. It is full of possibilities with our re-
newed vision. We have created a new logo image which 
shows the focus of our vision and mission as we move 
forward, and there is a new banner hanging in the chancel 
by the altar reminding us of who we are and why we gather. 
As followers of Christ, our mission focus is to radiate the 
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light of Christ to the world around us. The mosaic pat-
tern underneath the light represents the diversity in our 
community. 

As we move forward as St. Titus, we have formed two 
new groups for spiritual nurture, pastoral care and relation-
ship building. One of them is a group for millennials of 
diverse backgrounds. The other one is a Bible study group 
in Chinese (Cantonese and Mandarin) to complement the 
English worship and study programs. Focussing on diversity 
allows us to serve more people. 

The new banner with the new logo.

Q. The parish is almost through all the red tape, sounds like cause 
for a big celebration. Will there be a celebration when all is done 
and when do you think that might take place?
A. We expect to have a big celebration when the pandemic 
calms down, and people feel comfortable coming to 
church and gathering in person. This will also be a great 
opportunity to invite all those who have connection with 
our parish, especially those who have been in our outreach 
programs, to come and celebrate with us and to re-establish 
the relationship. W

Council of General Synod Report | March 21, 2021 
MARNIE PETERSON
Representative to Council of General Synod from the diocese of New Westminster; Gathering Priest, St. Brigid’s

I want to start with an apology. I had planned to be far more 
diligent in my reporting back on the work of the Council of 
General Synod (COGS) than I have been. I am sorry and I 
will do my best to report back more regularly on the work 
that we are doing. Because there is actually a lot going on!

As with everything else in our lives, the meetings of 
COGS moved to meeting online this past year. Our last 
in person meeting was the regularly scheduled March 2020 
gathering, and as news of the pandemic began to spread, 
we all jumped on airplanes to return home as quickly as 
possible and that is where we have stayed.

Because our meetings tend to span three days, we have 
opted to meet more regularly, for shorter amounts of time. 
So, in 2020, we met on Zoom in June, July, September and 
November and in 2021, we have so far met in February 
and March.

These meetings have provided opportunity for us to 
gather in Bible study and prayer together as well as to 
continue the important work that we began when this 
council was formed. 

There have been two main focusses for our work in this 
triennium. The first has been focused on strategic planning, 
as we seek to create a strategic working plan for the Council 
focusing on the changing realities of our church and so it 
is aptly called: A Changing Church. This work has included 
the creation of various facilitated listening groups that met 
a number of times with people from across the country 
and included: bishops, executive archdeacons, young 
clergy, lay youth and young families, those who minister in 
congregational development programs, Diocesan Council, 
among others. 

The work of compiling the feedback from these listen-
ing groups has now begun and we look forward to seeing 
where it will take us.

Council also continues to support the work of the Jubi-
lee Commission and the work to create a self-determining 
Indigenous Church within the Anglican Church of Canada.

This is exciting and important work and I invite you to 
continue to pray for Archbishop Mark McDonald. 

The list of listening groups online:  
www.anglican.ca/changingchurch/listening-groups/

The online location that provides an introduction to A Changing 
Church: www.anglican.ca/changingchurch/introduction/

The work of COGS continues and I encourage you 
to check out the Council of General Synod link on the 
Anglican Church of Canada website with highlights from 
the meetings.W

The Jubilee Commission:  
www.anglican.ca/about/ccc/cogs/jubilee-commission/

The self-determining Indigenous Church within the Anglican Church 
of Canada: www.anglican.ca/im/

COGS Information link: https://www.anglican.ca/about/ccc/cogs/
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Lynne McNaughton Elected 13th Metropolitan  
of the Ecclesiastical Province of BC & Yukon
In a brief media release distributed at 12 noon, Saturday, 
March 6, 2021, over the signature of the Ven. Clara Pla-
mondon, Prolocutor of the Ecclesiastical Province of BC/
Yukon it was announced that Bishop Lynne McNaughton 
of the diocese of Kootenay was elected 13th Metropoli-
tan of the Province. According to Provincial Chancellor, 
Douglas McAdams, QC, ODNW, there were 22 delegates 
assembled online for the March 6 Metropolitical Election 
and McNaughton was selected on the first ballot.

The Most Rev. Lynne McNaughton immediately began 
her role as Metropolitan which comes with the honorific 

“Archbishop.”
Just 27 months ago, on January 19, 2019, the Rev. 

Dr. Lynne McNaughton was elected on the second ballot 
and four months later was ordained and installed as the 
10th Bishop of the diocese of Kootenay at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Michael and All Angels in Kelowna, BC on 
May 16, 2019. 

Currently diocesan bishop of Kootenay, Archbishop 
McNaughton had an outstanding career in ministry in 
the diocese of New Westminster and beyond. Ordained 
in June 1986, the archbishop began her curacy during her 
time as a transitional deacon at Christ Church Cathedral, 
where following her priesting in June of 1987, she was 
appointed associate priest responsible for societal ministry, 
such as working with groups building social housing and 
sponsoring refugees, as well as general pastoral care and 
worship leadership.

Going on maternity leave 1990 – 1992, Archbishop 
McNaughton continued part time as a teaching assistant 
at Vancouver School of Theology (VST) where she taught 
Advanced Preaching and the final year of the program’s 
ministry course. From 1991 – 1995, the archbishop was 
at St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale as assistant priest, responsible for 
young family ministry and leading worship as part of a 
team. A significant part of her career was from 1995 – 2008 
as Chaplain and Director of Anglican Formation at VST 
where she was responsible for daily Anglican worship and 
for supporting Anglican students in preparation for ordina-
tion, building community amongst Anglican students, and 
reporting to bishops on students’ readiness. From 2008 up 

until her election as diocesan bishop of Kootenay, Arch-
bishop McNaughton was Rector of St. Clement’s located 
in North Vancouver’s Lynn Valley district. 

In diocesan leadership, Archbishop McNaughton 
was Regional Dean of Granville/Point Grey Deanery 
(2000 – 2006) and Archdeacon of Capilano (2011 – 2016), 
to name but two of many contributions.

Nationally, the archbishop prior to her consecration 

Diocesan Council Waives Fair Share Assessment for Three Months
BISHOP JOHN STEPHENS
Diocese of New Westminster

One year ago, March 18, 2020, the Provincial Health 
Officer with full support of the Provincial Government 
ordered that everyone must restrict their activities and re-
main in their homes as much as possible. The US/Canada 
border was also closed down on March 20, 2020 by order 
of the Federal Government. Essentially, we moved into a 
semi-lockdown state that has not changed all that much 
in the last 12 months, and it has been a difficult time on 
many different levels.

On March 25, 2020, Diocesan Council passed a fi-
nancial relief to parishes resolution, the basic details of the 
financial assistance package were the following:

 • The waiver of assessment payments for five months, from  
  April 1 to August 31, 2020 for all parishes.

 • Diocesan payment of the salaries of all stipendiary clergy  
  through the end of May 2020 with the exception of those  
  parishes in our diocese that have $750,000 or more in the  
  Diocesan Consolidated Trust Fund or in other investment  
  funds.

 • The ability of parishes to draw up to 20% of their capital  
  in the Diocesan Consolidated Trust Fund to use for parish  
  operational expenses.

The response from clergy and lay parish leaders was ex-
tremely positive with a number of parishes acknowledging 
that without this aid, they would have been in serious 
trouble.

As covid-19 continues and the large majority of 
parishes have experienced significant drops in revenue, 
suggested motions were moved at the March 17, 2021 
meeting of Diocesan Council. The first of three was that 
parish assessments be waived from January 1, 2021 through 

Bishop Stephens chairing his first Council meeting via Zoom.

The following is an announcement from Bishop John Stephens that was circulated electronically through diocesan communica-
tions vehicles on March 19, 2021. It is important information, so we want to make it available to Topic readers. The March 
17, 2021 Council meeting was also a milestone as it was the first Council meeting chaired by the 10th Bishop of the diocese of 
New Westminster, the Right Rev. John Stephens. • Editor

LEFT Archbishop Lynne McNaughton. PHOTO diocese of Kootenay website 
RIGHT A prophetic photo taken 15 years ago, Retired Archbishop and Future Archbishop. PHOTO diocese of New Westminster Communications

served in numerous roles, as an elected General Synod del-
egate from the diocese of New Westminster, as a member of 
Council of General Synod (COGS) from the Ecclesiastical 
Province of BC/Yukon to Deputy Prolocutor (vice-chair) 
of COGS in 2016. 

Information about Archbishop Lynne’s installation as 
Metropolitan will be circulated by diocesan communica-
tions when that information becomes available. W

parishes (and other places of worship) in the Diocese. We 
have had very little in-person worship. Finances have been 
affected greatly as parishioners have not been able to come 
to church and present their offering. We have worried about 
the future and how we will be able to go forward. 

On the positive side, we in New Westminster have 
adjusted in some incredible and inspiring ways. We have 
seen meetings, Bible Studies, as well as liturgies move to 
online format. We have seen many new people watch and 
participate in our worship on YouTube, Facebook or Zoom. 
We have seen lots of creative ideas come about as clergy 
and lay leaders find ways to connect and form community 
despite it all. I am so grateful to all of you for your hard 
work, vision and faith.

I am also so grateful to Diocesan Council for waiving 
the assessment for all parishes for the first three months 
of this year. It brings with it enormous relief to very tight 
financial situations for all parishes of our great Diocese. I 
am so delighted that we have done this to support the work 
of all the churches of our Diocese and help us all look to 
the future. It is inspiring and encouraging to me in my first 
month as Diocesan Bishop.

Please know that you are all in my prayers as we journey 
through the rest of Lent and into Holy Week and Easter, as 
we look to the future to which God is calling us.

Holy and gracious God, we pray for all the people who have 
died from covid-19 over the past year. We pray for their fami-
lies and friends missing their love and companionship; may 
they rest in Your peace now and always. We continue to pray 
for all those on the front lines in this pandemic; those who care 
for others in a variety of ways that brings hope to this world. 
We pray for all places of worship, especially in this Diocese, that 
Your Holy Spirit may continue to lead us and guide us to live 
and do Your will. Strengthen us, O God, as we are coming 
near the end of this pandemic, help us to live out Your calling 
to love You and love our neighbour as ourselves. We pray this 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our healer and hope. Amen. W

March 31, 2021.
I am very happy to announce that this and the support-

ing motions were carried.
This assessment waiver aid initiative, and the receipt of 

the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) is due to the 
hard work of Director of Finance, Shailene Caparas, and the 
Synod finance team. And many thanks to the members of 
the Standing Committee on Finance and Property chaired 
by Treasurer, Bob Hardy, ODNW.

Bob Hardy during his presentation of DC Item 
7.2.1 — Proposed Fair Share Assessment Relief assured 
Council that diocesan staff and leadership will carefully 
monitor the financial health of parishes and revisit the 
need for aid in September of 2021.

This has been an incredibly difficult year for all the CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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MOVED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE  
ON FINANCE & PROPERTY 
That Diocesan Council approves the following actions in order to mitigate 
the ongoing financial impact of covid-19 within the parishes of the diocese: 

 1. Diocesan fair-share assessments from January 1 to March 31, 2021 be waived.

 2. The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy that will be received by the Synod Office  
  on behalf of each parish for year 2020 and year 2021 will be reported as a liability  
  of the diocese to the parishes and will be released when all relevant financial  
  information will be submitted by each parish.

 3. The maximum amount of wage subsidy for year 2020 and year 2021 that will be  
  provided to each parish will be limited to the maximum amount that the diocese  
  has received from CRA for the parish.

MOVED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE  
ON FINANCE & PROPERTY 
That Diocesan Council directs Synod Staff to defer the collection of the fair-
share assessments from January 1, 2021 to March 31, 2021 until posterior 
analysis and decision by the Diocesan Council. W

Motions
Here are the Motions that were Carried  
at that March 17 meeting of Diocesan Council

covid-19 and the impact on the seafarers who have for 
the most part remained onboard the ships and not visited 
the seafarer centres in major part due to companies, man-
ning agents and Captains being protective and covid-19 
nervous has reshaped how we respond to seafarers and the 
challenges they are facing.

During the pandemic and the ensuing health orders 
we have been unable to hold our annual gatherings. The 
majority of current volunteers have had to stay away and 
those who want to volunteer put on hold. Our relationship 
with St. Michael’s Multicultural in Vancouver has been 
about keeping people informed and asking for prayers 
for the seafarers as we work to remain patient and look 
forward to hands-on, face-to-face ministry which we hope 
will resume soon.

As seafarers have had to remain onboard for the four 
to ten months of their contract, we have focused more on 
going to them with the question, “What do you need?”

Chaplains Gary Roosma, Deacon Dileep Athaide and 
I greet the seafarers on the gangways and the decks of their 
ships and engage in dialogue. They share their feelings 
about the challenges onboard and they also share life stories 
of joy and sadness. The birth of a child, the death of a loved 
one, all of these experiences muted by the fact that they 
cannot be present. As a token of support and appreciation 
we give them a “Care Package” put together by us which 
include chips, chocolate, popcorn, stickers, calendars, daily 
bread or equivalents, reading material (particularly about 
Canada) and information about the centres. 

We are blessed that a former Mission to Seafarers (MtS) 
intern, Vincent Ng is now working as a Chaplain with 
MtS in Port Moody. Thanks to Vincent’s presence we are 
actively supporting the seafarers there, expanding our reach. 
Vincent speaks Mandarin and Cantonese, and is therefore 
able to provide important ministry to Chinese seafarers 
throughout the Port of Vancouver.

What seafarers lack, we try (or with our partners) to 
provide. For example, there are ships with no, poor or very 
expensive Wi-Fi, and so with the support of the Vancouver 
Fraser Port Authority (a stakeholder in the newly formed 
Vancouver Port Welfare Committee which advocates for 
the welfare of seafarers) they have, at no cost to us or the 
seafarer, provided four mini routers, Wi-Fi units which 
are taken onboard and left for several hours or overnight. 
This allows seafarers to contact their families and catch up 
on news back home. The seafarers express to us their ap-
preciation and describe what it also means to their families.

Our partnership with the International Transport Fed-
eration (ITF) has enabled us to raise issues that we observe 
onboard or hear about from seafarers, such as being months 
over contract with no news of going home or requests to 
see a doctor denied. When the human element is forgotten 
that is when we work to protect the rights of the seafarers.

Those few seafarers who do make it to the centres are 
hungry to buy chocolate, chips and souvenirs, or just to 
touch the earth after six or seven months. 

The global effort throughout the pandemic to have 
seafarers recognized as essential workers continues without 
a lot of progress as it seems that headlines of containers 
lost at sea get more attention than the seafarers. This is one 
of many reasons that Friday, June 25, the International 
Day of the Seafarer is so important. This is a day to give 

The Mission to Seafarers
Senior Chaplain’s Report mid-March 2021
PETER SMYTH
Senior Port Chaplain, Mission to Seafarers 

thanks for seafarers. We grill burgers and bring other small 
luxuries onboard. The events of the past year have made it 
even more important that we explore ways to raise up the 
seafarers, acknowledging the work they do to make our 
lives richer at personal cost.

I hope you can join me in that offering of thanks in-
cluding in prayer.

To keep up to date with the work of the Mission and 
the changing situation of the seafarers check out the web-
site at www.flyingangel.ca. Also find MtS on Facebook at 
mission2seafarers or Twitter @MtSVancouver.

There will be an International Day of the Seafarer cel-
ebration in June, too early to say what it will look like, it 
may be taking burgers out to the ships. A couple of grills 
set up on a Seaspan boat? W

Diocesan Council Waives  
Fair Share Assessment for Three Months

All are encouraged to submit  
letters, articles, reports on parish activities, 

opinion pieces, photos,  
and more for consideration  

to be published in Topic

Please email  
Randy Murray at  

rmurray@vancouver.anglican.ca 
All contributions are appreciated 

• EDITOR •

deadline for  
topic submissions

July 23 for the  
September issue

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Peter Smyth on rounds.Portable WiFi unit.
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Several times a year somebody sends an email to info@
vancouver.anglican.ca, the General Information email ad-
dress for the diocese of New Westminster offering to donate 
a piano or an organ (usually a “living room” organ of the 

Thomas, Baldwin, Hammond variety). It would of course be 
the recipient’s responsibility to arrange for transportation 
of the instrument, the donation is “as is” and in some cases 
a tax receipt would be part of the deal.

The Stop referred to by the organist.

A New Organ for St. Andrew’s
A donated organ finds a home at the Langley parish
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Needless to say, this almost never works out for a variety 
of reasons, but primarily, the parishes of the diocese are 
equipped with keyboards and a living room organ is really 
not useful for leading Anglican worship.

There have been exceptions. In 2010, a Vancouver 
Buddhist Temple that had not used their small pipe organ 
since taking over the building contacted the diocese of 
New Westminster to donate the instrument and the folks 
at St. Hilda’s, Sechelt were happy to take it and incorporate 
its components into their pipe organ. In 2018, a vintage 
tone wheel Hammond M-3 was offered but although I 
called some folks around the diocese there were no takers. 
I was pretty keen on it but my partner, Rose (definitely the 
smarter and more practical adult in the family) did not see 
it as a worthwhile addition to our home.

However, on February 11, 2021, I received an email 
from Michael Dirk, organist and Director of Music at St. 
John’s, Shaughnessy informing diocesan staff that he had 
come across a 2005 – 2006 Viscount Prestige Series P100 
three manual drawknob console finished in blond oak, with 
32 note AGO pedalboard and matching bench:

 • 4 Rolls RA200 amplifiers
- • 4 Rolls REQ215 15 band equalizers
 • Amp rack with remote power supply
 • 6 Walker full range speakers (high notes and midrange)
 • 2 Walker pedal speakers (low mid and low notes)

Comparable new instrument on today’s market would be 
the Viscount Unico 500 ($60,000 console only).

The organ was coming from a home in Maple Ridge and 
the owners were looking for the instrument to be removed 
at the recipient’s expense and a fair market value tax receipt.

We thought about parishes in the diocese that may be 
interested, made some calls and very quickly learned that 
the Hallman organ at St. Andrew’s, Langley was going to be 
retired, and... the parish really wanted a new organ. Within 
days, the parish leadership met, a decision was reached, and 
Michael Dirk was contacted and told that the Viscount 
would be welcomed at the Langley parish.

On Tuesday, March 2, the organ was delivered and on 
Saturday, March 6, Michael Dirk arrived at St. Andrew’s, 
Langley to install the organ in a temporary location. The 
install went great, and Michael received a gift for his 
troubles that he appreciated very much.

Here is the March 8 email that he circulated to those 
involved in the project:

“Thrilled to report the organ was acquired and set up (temporar-
ily) Saturday evening at St. Andrew’s with magnificent results.

I would suggest their 4 rank Hallman has potential merit, but 
ideally in a more acoustically supportive environment — it 
could augment an existing digital organ or could expand 
an existing instrument. Certainly not for the dumpster!! Fr. 
Andrew and Fr. David generously rewarded my hookup efforts 
with what I think now is my new fav scotch! (And has organ 
parallel reference for a Double Open Wood rank is the founda-
tion of any cathedral pedal division — for which Christ Church, 
St. James, and Holy Trinity all have, off the top of my head.)”

Congratulations to the folks at St. Andrew’s, may you enjoy 
the rich sounds of the Viscount for many years to come.

Many thanks to Michael Dirk for taking the time to 
make all of this happen. W

LEFT A view of the Viscount through to the chancel wall and iconic blue stained glass cross at St. Andrew’s. The rack on the left is where the amplifiers and processors are located, the brain between the console and the speakers.  
RIGHT Looking across to the Viscount from the position of the Hallman organ. ALL PHOTOS Michael Dirk

A liquid gift for the beneficent organist, and is that a Lego or Playmobil pipe organ? 

Four of the six full range speakers and a distant side view of the Viscount.
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I Will Arise & Go Now Book Launch on Zoom
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer and Topic Editor

Tuesday, March 16, at 7pm, approximately 45 attendees 
participated in a Zoom event celebrating the launch of 
Canon Herbert O’Driscoll’s latest book, I Will Arise and 
Go Now. 

Bishop John Stephens of the diocese of New West-
minster hosted, and initiated the event with brief opening 
remarks and an Opening Prayer. Bishop John has known 
Canon O’Driscoll for almost all his life and he shared mem-
ories of the times that the two families would meet often 
on Boxing Day, the “Feast of Stephen, a particularly special 
day for Irish Clergy.” Bishop John’s father, Archdeacon Bill 
Stephens was a priest of the diocese of New Westminster 
and a priest from Ireland. Canon O’Driscoll was ordained 
in Ireland in 1952. Bishop John was ordained by Canon 
O’Driscoll’s younger brother Bishop Percy O’Driscoll who 
was Bishop of Huron (1991 – 1999).

The Moderator was Canon O’Driscoll’s close friend and 
editor Ian Alexander.

Ian Alexander began the book launch following Bishop 
Stephens’s prayer with a brief discussion with Canon 
O’Driscoll. Canon O’Driscoll answered Ian’s question 
about how the book came to be with the following words:

“Well, I guess it came together through years and years and years. 
I have always wanted… not just to remember the past, but (as 
it were) keep it and put it in a form that doesn’t disappear. I 
find that ‘memoir’ is the sort of thing that climbs up your back 
and whispers in your ear, ‘Write Me!’ whether you want to or 
not. And I’ve always had that feeling. It has always intrigued 
me that the really vivid images of my life have been from ‘farm’ 
rather than from ‘city.’ I don’t know why that is, as I always 
lived in the city for most of the year. I lived on the farm at the 
most six or eight weeks. But it is there that I found what I think 
of really as my magic kingdom… that is where the heart is.” 

Ian then seized on the concept that “the farm” is “place” 
and the power of place looms very large in these collected 
writings. He said, “Place is very powerful for you, as a way 
of conjuring up these memories.” 

Canon O’Driscoll responded saying: 

“And that’s why I subtitled I Will Arise’ and Go Now (with 
Reflections on the Meaning of Places and People) because 
the book is not in the standard sense a biography, it is an 
attempt to open an avenue back into the past for the reader, 
and say, ‘this is what the world was like at that time.’ I often 
think there are two kinds of memoir; personal memoir — here 
are the things that happened in my life. But I was trying to say, 

‘this is the way the world was at that time’ and I think people 
often long to be taken back and as it were travel in time and 
taste the past. What my hope was/is, that it would trigger in 
their own lives that same longing, and they would think ‘yes, 
here was my magic kingdom, and here are the people that for 
me meant so much. And here are the places which are for me, 
treasures no matter how old I grow.’” 

Throughout the hour plus of the launch, Canon O’Driscoll 
read two of the pieces from the book and a portion of 
another.

He was also happy to answer questions and respond to 
the comments of the panelists: the Very Rev. Robert Pynn 
and the Rev. Richard LeSueur both long time colleagues 
of the author.

The Q&A session was very much focused on his tenure 
as Dean of the diocese of New Westminster and Rector 
of Christ Church Cathedral during those turbulent times 
of the late 1960s and 1970s. The Rock Masses led by a 
stellar line up of Vancouver musicians (including the late 
David Sinclair and Bruce Fairbairn) were discussed. Canon 
O’Driscoll was not a fan, but he was happy to leave this 
ministry to the Associate Priest of that era, the Very Rev. 
Bob Pynn. A more recent retiree from the leadership of the 
parish located at the corners of West Georgia and Burrard 
Streets, the Very Rev. Peter Elliott was also present and 
offered his thoughts about how the O’Driscoll era was 
a precursor to his 25-year incumbency. Particularly in 
regard to the rejuvenation, renewal and additions to the 
Cathedral that took place through much of his time in 
office (1994 – 2019).

Everyone (many of those in attendance with deep roots 
in the Parish of Christ Church Cathedral) thoroughly 
enjoyed the time with the author and the panelists. After 
65 minutes, Bishop John Stephens closed the Zoom with 
prayer. W

Ian Alexander holds up the book near the beginning of the evening with Jane Dittrich on screen. PHOTO Jane Dittrich

The Zoom session is available on YouTube:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJNVVRzW4bM

A Note from Canon O’Driscoll’s  
Editor, Ian Alexander 
Herbert O’Driscoll’s latest book  

— and perhaps his most eagerly an-
ticipated after more than 50 previous 
volumes — is a collection of autobio-
graphical reminiscences, entitled I Will 
Arise and Go Now. The subtitle is Reflec-
tions on the Meaning of Places and People. 
Altogether, there are almost a hundred 
short memory pieces, organized roughly 
chronologically, but ranging widely 
across both time and space. They cover 
his youth in Ireland, his student days at 
Trinity College Dublin, his four-decade 
ministry in Canada, his extensive experi-
ences in the United States, and his later 
years of pilgrimage, especially in Holy 
and Celtic Lands.

The book was published February 
17. The book (with a Canadian price 
of $26.99) will be available in local 
bookshops and online. It’s published 
by Morehouse Publishing of New York, 
an imprint of Church Publishing Inc. If 
your preferred bookseller doesn’t have 
it in stock, encourage them to order it 
from the Canadian distributors, Para-
source (www.parasource.com/catalog/
category/view/s/books/id/15/). Watch 
also for news of more online events 
at bookstores and parishes in various 
locations.W

Ian Alexander and Herbert O'Driscoll in Zoom screenshot. PHOTO Randy Murray
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God so Loved the World…
Bishop John Stephens’ Episcopal Visit to St. Helen, West Point Grey
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Over the past year, faith communities around the planet 
(of which the parishes of the diocese of New Westminster 
would be included) have displayed: creativity, resilience, 
strength of spirit and determination ensuring that worship 
and ministry continues during this protracted period when 
we are unable to gather indoors in groups for religious ser-
vices. Lent IV, March 14, 2021, was just a few days shy of 
a year since the decision was made to close the churches of 
the diocese to onsite public worship and gear up for online 
versions. Using the phrase of my good friend and colleague, 
Cliff Caprani, this particular Sunday was our Pandeversary. 

Pandeversary Sunday was also marked by the first onsite 
episcopal visit of Bishop John Stephens since his installa-
tion as the 10th Bishop of the diocese of New Westminster, 
February 28 and the second onsite episcopal visit since his 
consecration on January 23. The faith community which 
greeted Bishop John as he visited one of his parishes, was 
St. Helen, West Point Grey.

St. Helen, West Point Grey is a parish in transition. 
Their long-term rector, the Rev. Scott Gould completed 
his ministry there on December 31, 2020, and the Rev. 
Liz Hamel was appointed Interim Priest-in-Charge at 50% 
time in late February 2021. Led by wardens and with the 
help of diocesan leadership, the people of St. Helen’s are 
entering into a period of discernment and prayer when and 
where they will listen to the Spirit and determine God’s call 
for their future mission and ministry. Worship continues 
and St. Helen’s has embraced the Zoom/livestream hybrid 
where clergy are present with leaders of the music ministry 
in the sanctuary and the community gathers via a Zoom 
meeting. The readers, intercessor, children’s program leaders 
are comprised of people attending via Zoom and a parish 
officer is also present online to augment the information 
given by the Celebrant during the welcome and to update 
the parish on mission and ministry progress during the 
transition process.

Music is a big part of the worship life of St. Helen’s and 
that was certainly evident during the March 14 liturgy. The 
parish musician, Emilia Boronco accompanied the hymns, 
psalm, Gospel Acclamation, Canticle (that followed the 
homily)and the Postlude using the parish’s baby grand 
piano. St. Helen’s chorister, baritone, Dale Throness led the 
SATB quartet consisting of soprano, Deeandra Miranda, 
alto, Liz Hodgson and tenor, Justin Cho. The quartet is po-
sitioned in the nave, physically distanced and they remain 
masked as they sing which is different than many of the 
other livestream liturgies that involve a choral component. 
A webcam positioned at the chancel entrance covers the 
nave, broadcasting an image of the quartet. 

The livestream component of the Zoom meeting was 
operated by Will Sparling, who does a stellar job of pro-
ducing the worship with a variety of mics both wired and 
wireless, the Zoom and two integrated cameras, the previ-
ously mentioned webcam and a cell phone in the chancel 

Prior to worship, while the quartet rehearses, Interim Priest-in-Charge, the Rev. Liz Hamel approaches the chancel to prepare. 

Bishop John checks his mic. Will is ready to begin the broadcast.

Bishop John preaching. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

Parish musician, Emilia Boronco. Dale Throness rehearses the quartet prior to worship.
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God so Loved the World…
Bishop John Stephens’ Episcopal Visit to St. Helen, West Point Grey
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

where the clergy officiate.
Bishop Stephens took the Gospel John 3:14-21 for his 

sermon text with a focus on the well-known verse 3:16. He 
began his sermon saying:

“Embedded in the gospel passage you just heard was the famous 
quotation that gets referred to in a vast number of places, 
including billboards, shopping bags and on that eye black 
ink that athletes put on to help reduce the glare on a sunny 
day. It is seen as an evangelical tool all on its own, in that, it 
seems, one just has to read John 3:16 and your life will be 
transformed and changed. ‘For God so loved the world that 
God gave God’s only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.’ Martin Luther, 
that famous Church reformer, is quoted as saying that these 
27 words are ‘the heart of the Bible, the Gospel in miniature.’ 
If they are the gospel in a nutshell, perhaps there is not much 
else to say, and I could end this sermon now… but since I am 
here let me offer a few words.” 

Bishop John examined the text, focusing on God as the 
centre of the quote. 

He also turned to the writings of Dutch Catholic theo-
logian Henri Nouwen.

In his examination of 3:16, Bishop John quoted Nouwen:

“Introspection and contemplative prayer is the ancient discipline 
by which we begin to see God in our heart. Interior prayer is a 
careful attentiveness to the One who dwells in the centre of our 
being. Through prayer we awaken ourselves to God within us. 
With practice, we allow God to enter into our heartbeat and 
our breathing, into our thoughts and emotions, into our hear-
ing, seeing, touching, and tasting, and into every membrane 
of our body. It is by being awake to God in us that we can 
increasingly see God in the world around us.” (In Spiritual 
Direction by Henri Nouwen)

The Office of Morning Prayer continued after the homily 
with the Affirmation of Faith, the Litany from the Book of 
Alternate Services, Prayers for the People offered by Bob Carl, 
the Collect for Lent IV, the Lord’s Prayer, Sending Forth of 
the Community with Bishop John leading the Doxology, 
the Closing Hymn, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross and 
following the Dismissal, a Postlude, Mendelssohn’s O For 
the Wings of a Dove sung beautifully by soprano Deeandra 
Miranda, ably supported by the other three members of 
the quartet.

Many thanks to the folks at St. Helen’s for their hospi-
tality and for allowing diocesan communications to share 
the experience of their worship. The ease and grace with 
which this service was celebrated and shared was uplifting 
and a fitting tribute to the Pandeversary. W

Bishop Stephens’s sermon is available on the diocesan website, 
video, audio and text at vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/
media/2021-03-14-god-so-loved-the-world

Bishop John preaching. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

Will runs the hybrid Zoom/livestream.Tenor Justin Cho.

A posed photo for the archives, Priest-in-Charge and Bishop physically distanced. 

Soprano, Deeandra Miranda offered a moving rendition of Mendelssohn’s O For the Wings of a Dove which was the Postlude. Ably supported by the other three members of 
the quartet, Deeandra gently pulled one side of the mask to allow for more air to come in and more sound to exit. Her breathing and phrasing were excellent, and the top of 
her range rich and perfectly in tune.
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October 6, 2020, Kerry Baisley, ODNW joined the dioc-
esan staff as Missioner for Indigenous Justice. He began 
this ministry a few weeks following the retirement of Jerry 
Adams who had held down the post for the previous two 
years. Like his predecessor, Kerry has a long history in the 
diocese of New Westminster as a lay leader in a variety of 
roles. Jerry is in lay leadership at St. James’ and since the 
1970s Kerry remains deeply involved at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Although he is well known for his service as 
a liturgical assistant, often taking on the task of Bishop’s 
Chaplain during diocesan liturgies he has always been very 
active in lay ministry in many other ways and on a number 
of levels. Invested into the Order of the Diocese of New 
Westminster in 2013, the Citation reads:

Over many years Kerry has been active in youth and Christian 
formation and with several Discernment Groups, guiding 
students in the diocese along the path to ordination. He has 
been a server at Christ Church Cathedral since the 1970s and 
has served as Bishop’s Chaplain to the past three Bishops of 
New Westminster.

Kerry came to this ministry on Synod staff after working 
for over 35 years in public service in positions ranging 
from; after hours emergency child welfare, to working in 
the Yukon, and medical social work. He retired following 
ten years as Director of Client Relations and Risk Manage-
ment in Richmond. He is a member of the Métis Nation 
of British Columbia.

It has been almost six months since Kerry’s arrival on 
Synod staff and we are delighted that he agreed to take 
some time and share information about the progress of 
this ministry which has been identified by Synod as a key 
diocesan priority.

Q. Kerry, thank you for this. You retired from what some may con-
sider an emotionally taxing career in public health and then got 
right into Indigenous Justice Ministry. What were you expecting? 
A. I wasn’t sure what to expect, but I was looking forward 
to the change!

I didn’t know what parishes were doing. That made the 
job intriguing. I am a curious person, I enjoy “sleuthing” 
out new information. You can discover a lot from a website!

Q. What are the differences and similarities?
A. My last 11 years in health care have been in Risk Manage-
ment and Client Relations. Much of the work surrounded 
access to care and complaints about care. Dealing with dis-
tressed and angry people for most of your day can be tiring. 

My work as Missioner is wonderfully proactive. The 
title “Missioner of Indigenous Justice” is daunting, yet I 
see it as an opportunity to find out what is happening in 
the community, and the church, at the parish, diocese and 
national level. 

The front line parish level is my primary interest.
Both jobs are centered on relationships. I enjoy work-

ing with individuals and small groups, that is where I learn 
the most.

Q. There have been Synod staff positions in the past focused on 
moving towards reconciliation with Canada’s Indigenous peoples 
and specifically the relationship with the Anglican Church. Since 
2014, the position has come with the title, Missioner for Indigenous 
Justice. Unpack that for us and if you can, explain what that title 
means?
A. The word “Missioner” was new to me as well. 

When in doubt… the Internet! It says a Missioner is “a 
person in charge” or an “envoy.” I was born in Winnipeg 
and lived in Manitoba until we were 12. I say “we” because 
I am an identical twin. All Manitobans know the word 

“envoy” is not commonly used in the rural areas, or the city 
for that matter…. 

The work is about connections and coordination. Con-
necting people with other people and assisting in coordina-
tion or providing information when it is helpful. If I was 
asked to choose a word other than Missioner it would be 
Coordinator.

Q. Your predecessors, Brander McDonald and Jerry Adams were 
connected to networks of folks working in Indigenous Justice, but 
their networks were different. Are there people and/or organiza-
tions that you draw on to help you in your ministry? 
A. Brander’s connections were with people in university and 
teaching work. Jerry has been in front line work with youth 
and families. Jerry has been very generous sharing his list 
of “relatives and friends” as I call it. Jerry also checks in to 
say, “Hi, how is it going?” and I appreciate that very much.

My experience, and connections come from work 

and my general interests. My schooling is in Social Work. 
I worked for a year in the Yukon during the 1980s as a 
Regional Social Worker in what was called “Indian and 
Northern Affairs.” I learned a lot about the paternalism 
and control of the Federal Government and decided not 
to stay in the position.

When I returned to university, I had the great fortune 
to be working in student roles at the UBC Museum of An-
thropology. Work in the offices and the galleries developed 
my interest in Northwest Coast Art and Indigenous Culture. 
It also led me to explore my Métis ancestry coming from 
the Red River area in Manitoba.

My contacts are varied and include Northwest Coast 
artists and gallery owners, Métis people from the Aboriginal 
Friendship Centre, Band Chiefs and individuals involved 
in Indigenous legal work. 

I am very lucky that this work allows me to explore and 
reach out to others doing important work in the Lower 
Mainland.

Q. After these first five months are you beginning to see a picture 
emerge of where we might be going on this journey toward build-
ing relationships with Indigenous people? 
A. I started working in October 2020 and as we all know, 
covid-19 has prevented us from meeting and gathering. I 
have been making connections with parishes and finding 
out what people have done and are doing. It is still an 
exploration in process.

I can say that there are many individuals and parishes 
interested and committed to advancing the work of In-
digenous Justice. We are exploring the ways we can make 
it happen.

I believe the most effective way to build relationships is 
to see what is happening in a local area, such as the Welcome 
Post Project in Port Moody or the W2R (Wrongs to Rights) 
work initiated at All Saints Agassiz involving community 
partners and the Stó:lõ community.

Q. Diocesan Council’s October 28 decision to accept the Resolution 
5 Advisory Group’s recommendation to transfer 50% of the 2019 
investment income of the Diocesan Mission Endowment Fund 

($787,616) to the Indigenous Ministry Fund creating a fund of ap-
proximately $1.5 million was a turning point in diocesan mission 
priorities. Currently, revenue from this fund will be directed on an 
annual basis to financially support the Native Education College 
(NEC), the salary of the Missioner and other personnel as needed. 
I know this is early days but share with us a little about NEC and 
how this relationship is developing? 
A. The Native Education College was established in 1967 
through the Departments of Indigenous and Northern Af-
fairs Canada. The College was called the Native Education 
Centre. In 1979, NEC became a private College, operated 
and controlled by BC First Nations.

They offer various programs in academic upgrading, 
business, health sciences, social sciences and humanities, 
or fine arts. Their certificate and diploma programs are 
transferrable to other post-secondary schools in British 
Columbia.

They also deliver focussed programs such as Justice and 
Public Safety Career Preparatory Certificate which prepares 
Indigenous learners for options working in paramedicine, 
firefighting, corrections, policing and law enforcement.

The work of the College is founded in the knowledge 
and teachings of the Elders. This supports the students and 
the wider community.

It is early going, but we have had good conversations 
with the new president, Tammy Harkey, and we have de-
veloping relationships with program leaders and academics. 
We are exploring ways in which we can do more than “send 
a cheque.” Stay tuned for further developments!

Q. What do you see on the horizon for Indigenous Justice ministry 
not just in our diocese but throughout the Anglican Church of 
Canada in the next five years? 
A. I see a time when awareness and issues start taking on real 
actions. The ministry of Indigenous Justice overlaps with so 
many of the wider challenges facing us and our planet. The 
Climate Crisis is being felt more in our Northern regions 
than in other parts of the country. What are we doing to 
respond to this crisis and support the Inuit, Dene and Cree 
people living with these changes? 

Many people are shocked when they hear that so many 
of our Indigenous clergy are not paid for the work they do, 
or are paid at rates far lower than other ordained persons 
in the Anglican Church of Canada. This is a justice issue, 
how are we going to respond?

I've just found a new book titled, Indigenomics by Carol 
Anne Hilton. I haven’t read it, but I am very interested in 
the perspective of working locally with awareness and re-
spect for the people, the living beings and the earth around 
us. There may be concerns about “Land Claims” in British 
Columbia and we must be able to discern between honest 
questions and concerns and subtle or not so subtle racism.

It is certainly a time for action and new relationships 
that enable everyone to work together.

Q. What do you think the greatest challenges will be in your 
ministry? 
A. I think the greatest challenge is to help people to move 
from interest into action. Many people are caring but hesi-
tant. It is about helping them learn, explore and engage 
with Indigenous people and the wider community.

Q. Has anything surprised you in doing this work? 
A. I have always believed that change happens “on the edge” 
but I was happily surprised to confirm that assumption 
with the Welcome Posts Project in Port Moody involving St. 
John the Apostle, Port Moody and the work in All Saints, 
Agassiz with the Stó:lõ People. 

Q. What advice can you offer parishes who want to include 
reconciliation and relationship building as priority mission and 
ministry goals?
A. Start with learning about the history, through a book 
like Linda Gray’s First Nations 101 and once you know 
some history, then listen to experiences of others and from 
there move to building relationships. This is long term work 
and that is ok. The problems have been here for over 150 
years, don’t feel badly if they aren’t solved after a two year 
program of Reconciliation.

Q. Anything you’d like to add?
A. Be open, interested and honest and you may be surprised 
at how far that can take you on the path of developing 
right relationships with the First Peoples of this land we 
currently call Canada. And don’t be surprised if you find 
yourself laughing now and then along the way. Laughter 
can be medicine. W

My Work as Missioner is Wonderfully Proactive
Interview with Kerry Baisley, ODNW
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Kerry Baisley, ODNW at work in his office. PHOTO Randy Murray

Kerry takes a pause to pose for the photographer. PHOTO Randy Murray
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in memoriam

Jill Hanney, long-term member of St. Clement’s, Lynn 
Valley died peacefully at home on March 18, 2021, sur-
rounded by immediate family, after living with dementia 
for the past few years. 

Ken and Jill were introduced after WWII at a tennis 
club in London, when Ken needed a partner for dou-
bles — and they remained partners for over 70 years. After 
their marriage in 1951, they emigrated to Canada where 
Ken worked as a mining engineer, including in the North. 
Their four daughters were born in Canada and the UK. 

In 1971, the Hanneys moved to Upper Lynn Valley 
and started attending St. Clement’s. Jill raised the family, 
was involved in Guiding, and worked as support staff at 
Capilano College (now Capilano University), all the while 
keeping an eye on her widowed father in the UK until he 
came to live with her and Ken. She was an active grand-
mother to her granddaughters living locally, and stayed in 
close touch with the daughters who moved away, spending 
summers with the North Shore and Calgary branches of 
the family in Kelowna.

The roles Jill has played at St. Clement’s range from 
Warden, Synod Delegate and member of Parish Council, 
to Eucharistic administrator, reader, choir member, leader 
of the prayers and greeter. When St. Clement’s sponsored 
a Vietnamese refugee family in the late 1970s, Jill worked 
tirelessly to make them feel at home and helped them 
to thrive. She took part in many Bible studies and small 
groups, and for many years, led Senior Link, gathering the 

Memorial written by Bryan Rivers

By now the news has sunk in that our lovely Margaret Kelly 
has gone to be with the Lord. When we can finally meet 
on Sundays, in some post-covid world, her lovely smile 
and lilting Irish accent will be sorely missed. How do we 
collectively grieve when we are not able to be together? For 
now, our treasured memories of Margaret must suffice to 
comfort and console us; and, because they are memories 
of Margaret, make us laugh.

I first met Margaret in 2012, and we compared notes 
about our first experiences of Canada as visitors. She related 
how she and Jim were on holiday here, and went into a large 
department store, stood in the lobby, and put their hands 
up in the air waiting to be frisked by security guards. This 
was the standard protocol in Ireland during the “Troubles” 
when bombs and IRA attacks were common. They stood 
there for a while, as customers came in, walked around 
them, gave them funny looks and kept going. Eventually, 
feeling rather foolish, they put their hand down and went 
shopping in a temporarily (for them) un-“Troubled” world.

We all have “muscle memory,” where our bodies respond 
automatically to training, like ice skaters and gymnasts. But 
our souls have a type of muscle memory too — what you 
might call a reflex of the heart. For Margaret, this meant 
not putting her spiritual arms up in the air but spreading 
them wide in welcome. Welcome to children, parents, new-
comers, homeless persons, and yes, even new clergy. The 
reflex of her soul was instinctual loving outreach to others.

I have mental snapshots of Margaret: outside with 
the daycare kids, in all types of weather; walking over to 
Harmony Court with the kids to visit the seniors; fixing PHOTO Wayne Chose

Jill Hanney, ODNW
July 7, 1930 – March 18, 2021

scrapped knees; wiping away tears; soothing the restless 
child; reassuring parents; often with a little one holding 
her hand, or coat, just sheltering by her side; reading 
stories; serving food; bustling in the kitchen; and always 
with a smile.

Margaret could be very persuasive too — ask Jim, her 
husband. Somehow, the first year we were here, she per-
suaded me to be the Easter Bunny and distribute eggs to 
the daycare kids. (I never did discover whether this was 
the highest honour, or just that no one else was foolish 
enough to agree.) I also wondered what the bishop might 
think of an ordained clergy playing the part of the Easter 
Bunny, all sorts of doctrinal issues there! I finally embraced 
Paul’s dictum that we should be “all things to all men,” and 
resolved that this covered the situation. Besides, who could 
resist the costume with the long floppy ears? We had a blast, 
and the delight on the kid’s faces was priceless. Let’s face it: 
there are worse alter egos than the Easter Bunny.

In Acts 9, we see a faith community grieving the loss 
of a very godly woman named Dorcas. She is described 
as “always doing good and helping the poor.” When Peter 
arrives, they are weeping, and they show him “the robes 
and other clothing that Dorcas made while she was still 
with them.” 

Dorcas is unique in the New Testament: she is the 
only woman who is ever described as a “disciple” — high 
praise indeed. Peter raised her from death, and “presented 
her to them alive.” Oh, how much we too would love to 
be able to do that for our loved ones who pass away. But, 
as Christians, we look to our Lord Jesus to raise our loved 
ones who died in faith, not just for a few more years, but 
for eternity.

Like Dorcas, Margaret was a true disciple — a powerful 
blend of Martha and Mary. Not just busy in the kitchen, 
but also sitting at the feet of Jesus, absorbing His teach-
ings. That was clear from her carefully crafted prayers of 
the people, her comments in Bible Study gatherings, her 
participation on the prayer teams, and her love of the 
Scriptures.

Margaret enriched our lives and our faith community. 
She also challenges us, by her example, to pick up the torch 
of love, hold it high, and carry on in faith and hope. Our 
hearts go out to Jim and the family, and with them we echo 
the words of our heavenly Father: “Well done, you good 
and faithful servant.” By now, there many saints in Heaven, 
but if there are kitchens or daycares there, that’s where 
you will probably find our sister. Unless, of course, she is 
standing at the gates, smiling, with her arms outstretched 
in welcome… W

Margaret Kelly, ODNW
October 28, 1944 – February 25, 2021

of the Diocese of New Westminster (ODNW). In addition 
to her service listed in the Citation, Margaret ran the St. 
Alban’s Daycare for decades and continued to volunteer 
there until shortly before her death. 

Here is the Citation:

Margaret has been part of St. Alban’s for over 40 years and 
has served in almost every capacity possible. She’s been a War-
den and member of Parish Council many times. She’s taught 
Sunday School, been a member of the ACW, Choir and Altar 
Guild. She’s a Lay Assistant, Reader, Intercessor, and Prayer 
Companion. She’s led Bible study groups and Alpha. She was 
the Chair of the 100th Anniversary Celebration Committee 
and has organized many parish events. This names just some 
of her ministry.

On March 5, 2021, Vancouver General Hospital Chaplain 
and Honorary Assistant at St. Alban’s, the Rev. Bryan Rivers 
wrote the following memorial piece about Margaret for St 
Alban's parishioners. 

group monthly for Bible study, lunch and conversation. In 
2014, Jill was awarded the Order of the Diocese of New 
Westminster (ODNW), the third member of St. Clement’s 
to be so recognized (she was preceded by Ken and followed 
by their daughter Sara).

Here is the Citation:

For 40 years, Jill has been involved in parish leadership at 
St. Clement’s, in administration, worship leadership, and as 
a wonderfully welcoming presence to newcomers — old and 
young. Her service to the wider community includes volunteer-
ing for Sharing Abundance community meals, refugee support, 
and planning the annual ecumenical World Day of Prayer.

Jill counted her blessings, and even when affected by 
memory loss, was unfailingly welcoming and kind. A 
memory many of us have is of seeing Jill and Ken at Lynn 
Valley Centre, Ken patiently waiting while Jill chatted to 
one of her many acquaintances.

Jill’s ashes will be interred in the Memorial Garden, and, 
when it is possible to gather freely again, there will be a 
Service of Thanksgiving for her long life, lived in the service 
of God, her family, St. Clement’s and the wider community.

We will miss Jill; we are blessed by having known her. 
We pray for Ken and Sara and the rest of the family, that 
they may know the comfort of God’s love in their grief. 

May Jill rest in peace and rise in glory. W

Memorial written by Elizabeth MathersPHOTO Kath Bierbach

Margaret Kelly, one of the true matriarchs of the Parish 
of St. Alban the Martyr, Burnaby died on February 25. In 
November of 2018, Margaret was invested into the Order 
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COVID Caprices at St. Stephen, West Vancouver
SUBMISSION Hilary Clark

The Rev. William “Billy” Isenor, OSF has 
been appointed Rector of St. Mark, Ocean 
Park effective July 1. Billy comes to us 
from the diocese of Edmonton. Rev. Isenor, 
OSF is a Michif (Métis) citizen and serves, 
currently, as the rector of the parish of St. 
Augustine Parkland Anglican Church in 
Spruce Grove, Alberta and serves as Re-
gional Dean of Yellowhead West. He has 
served in a variety of ministries. Billy was 
a chaplain at Alberta Hospital; St. Francis 
of Assisi Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania; Edmonton Institute for Women; and 
the Edmonton Institute (men’s maximum-
security prison). He has also served as Asso-
ciate Pastor at Inner City Pastoral Ministry; 
campus minister at St. Joseph’s College at 
the University of Alberta; and adjunct guest 
lecturer in Christology for deacons through 
Newman Theological College. Additionally, 
he is a brother in the Anglican religious 
order called the Order of Saint Francis (St. 
Francis of Assisi). As a personal theological 
pursuit, he is enthusiastic about exploring 
how Indigenous stories and spiritual prac-
tices intersect with Christianity.

Rev. Isenor succeeds the Rev. Craig 
Tanksley who retired in January 2020. A 
series of priests assisted the priest-in-charge, 
Archdeacon Louie Engnan including the 
Reverends John Mash, Sue Foley-Currie, 
and Tellison Glover before the arrival of the 
Rev. Philippa Segrave-Pride who completed 
her ministry there on April 11. 

The bishop appointed the Rev. Philippa 
Segrave-Pride as Priest-in-Charge of St. 
Philip, Dunbar, effective April 12 and she 
will remain at St. Philip’s until the next 
rector is appointed. Many thanks to the 
Rev. Melanie Calabrigo who was priest-in-
charge from March 1 – April 11. 

The Rev. Paula Porter Leggett has been 
appointed Priest-in-Charge of St. Clem-
ent, Lynn Valley (75% time) effective June 
1. Paula concluded her ministry as vicar at 
St. Alban, Richmond on January 31, 2021. 
Paula will serve until the arrival of the next 
rector.

The Rev. Lucy Price, Vicar of Holy 
Cross, notified the bishop and the parish 
that she would be leaving effective April 

In order to recover from a dispirited Christ-
mas with no in-person church services, St. 
Stephen, West Vancouver’s congregation 
welcomed the new year to many possible 
interests. Under the creative guidance of 
Canon Jonathan LLoyd many of the parish-
ioners discovered that their lives had been 
regrettably short of the Zoom experience 
and prepared to follow their rector into 
that unknown space. With all the covid-19 
restrictions, here was something they could 
enjoy in their pyjamas! They could add the 
frustrations of learning a new computer skill 
to all the other frustrations of coping with 
the pandemic. People without tablets were 
able to borrow them from our local library.

The first challenge was the introduction 
of a book by Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM (an 
author already familiar to the group) called 
Breathing Under Water. Given how most 
people were feeling, this seemed a most 
appropriate title. Until the copies arrived, 
the Rev. Karen Urquhart, Rector of St. 
Christopher’s West Vancouver, read from 
the book online, and then on Zoom the 
participants were able to discuss the reading. 

Following the pre-pandemic scheduling, 
the weekly Tuesday morning coffee hour 
with Canon LLoyd was moved to Zoom 
and has continued each week with lively 
conversation and fresh coffee and muffins. 

A book study group was initiated to 
further involve the congregation. The West 
Vancouver Library has been very helpful Sue and Canon Jonathan LLoyd. PHOTO John Ruddick

30 and does so with regret. Her family 
relocated elsewhere in the diocese and for 
this reason she ended her appointment. 
The parish has asked Bishop Stephens for a 
direct appointment.

The bishop has accepted the resignation 
of the Rev. André Stephany, Rector of St. 
Clement, Lynn Valley. André is returning 
to Europe. His last Sunday will be May 16. 

The Rev. PJ O’Maoil Mheana who was 
Rector of the Parish of Church of the Holy 
Trinity, White Rock left suddenly on or 
about March 9 and returned to Europe. The 
Rev. Arthur Nash once again has graciously 
stepped in as priest-in-charge to provide 
priestly ministry and pastoral care until a 
longer term priest-in-charge is appointed. 

The Rev. Canon Jonathan LLoyd will 
retire as Rector of St. Stephen, West Van-
couver and Regional Dean of Sea to Sky 
Deanery on May 31. His last Sunday was 
April 25. Jonathan and Sue, his wife, will 
return to England to be nearer to family and 
especially the newly born grandson, Henry 
who arrived at 11:55pm, March 10. 

note | As of this writing in late March there 
may very well be new personnel in place 
particularly at Holy Cross, Church of the 
Holy Trinity, White Rock and St. Stephen’s, 
West Vancouver. For more information key 
in “Clergy News Around the Diocese” in 
the search box on the diocesan website at 
www.vancouver.anglican.ca. W

in allowing us to obtain the chosen books. 
The discussion of each book is facilitated 
by various members of St. Stephen’s, and is 
open to anyone. In March we discussed A 
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles, and 
the book for April was The Dance Hall Years 
by Joan Haggerty (based on Bowen Island).

The Minister of Music at St. Stephen’s, 
Dr. Annabelle Paetsch, initiates and leads 
a virtual choir practice on Thursday af-
ternoons. She leads the music in worship 
playing preludes and postlude organ or 
piano solos for the online church service, 
pre-taped for home worship on Sundays. 
Occasionally the church is treated to an-
other soloist from the roster of many local 
musicians.

On Fridays, Canon Donald Lawton 
leads a Zoom Bible Study, in partnership 
with St. John the Divine, Squamish. This 
fall’s studies were on Revelations followed 
by Jonah during Lent. 

Vestry was held on February 28 and 
involved over 40 people in which there was 
a 100% vote in favour of moving forward 
with a major redevelopment project that 
will include rental housing for the local 
community.

During Lent there was online Morn-
ing Prayer at 8am organized by the clergy 
of Sea to Sky deanery. We were delighted 
on Sunday, March 7 to have Primate, 
Archbishop Linda Nicholls as preacher at 
combined worship with St. Christopher’s, 

St. Patrick’s Day Film Shoot at St. John’s, Shaughnessy
It was a very different St. Paddy’s Day, 
March 17, 2021 at St. John’s, Shaughnessy 
and the Synod Offices of the diocese of 
New Westminster both located in the 1400 
block of Nanton Avenue. Film crews were 
on site all day to complete a funeral scene 
which will be in an upcoming Netflix movie. 
There were dozens of folks working on the 
film, including a number of extras who were 
staged in the Trendell Lounge for the day.

The working title of the film is Brazen 
Virtue and stars, American actor, Alyssa 
Milano who according to Wikipedia is best 
known for her roles as Samantha Micelli in 
Who’s the Boss?, Jennifer Mancini in Melrose 
Place, Phoebe Halliwell in Charmed, Billie 
Cunningham in My Name Is Earl, Savannah 

“Savi” Davis in Mistresses, Renata Murphy in 
Wet Hot American Summer: 10 Years Later, 
and Coralee Armstrong in Insatiable. As a 
political activist, she is best known for her 
role in the Me Too movement in October 
2017.

Keep an eye out for when the film starts 
streaming on Netflix. W

The 1400 block of Nanton Avenue. 

The Rev. Billy Isenor, OSF. PHOTO Submitted

West Vancouver. The Primate also led an 
informative discussion about the future life 
of the Anglican Church during a live Zoom 
coffee hour and answered questions.

Adding to the mutedness of Lent, and 
the dispiritedness of the covid-19 situa-
tion, St. Stephen’s congregation also faced 
the retirement of rector, Canon Jonathan 
LLoyd, at the end of April. He returned to 
his home in Somerset, England, to join his 
wife, Sue, who had already departed to be 
present after the birth of her and Jonathan’s 

first grandson. His parishioners rejoice with 
the LLoyds on the birth of Henry, but are 
sad at the loss of their rector.

Jonathan has been away from his home 
country for ten years, having served as 
Archdeacon of Germany and Northern 
Europe for five years, based in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. He will continue to serve in 
the voluntary role of Assistant Formation 
Guardian of the Third Order of St. Francis 
(TSSF Province of the Americas). W

The prop coffin ready for the funeral scene.  
ALL PHOTOS Regan Gorman
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Planning is well underway with 
the Agenda Committee and the 
Constitutions and Canons Com-
mittee working out an effec-
tive way by which the required 
business — budget and financial 
statements, appointment of au-
ditors, elections for the various 
diocesan decision-making groups 
(i.e., Diocesan Council, General 
Synod, Provincial Synod, Bishop’s 
Advisory Committee on Appoint-
ments etc.), the receipt of reports 
of Synod may be conducted. Once 
proposals are reached, Diocesan 
Council will be consulted. More 
details are available now on the 
diocesan website and will be 
distributed through diocesan 
communications.

Prior to the delivery of this is-
sue of Topic (and ongoing) there 
will have been a series of Regional/
Archdiaconal meetings of Synod 
Delegates with a Synod convened 
virtually on Saturday, May 15.

The Scriptural quotation on 
which Bishop John Stephens will 
build his address is: “Wonderful 
are your works; that I know very 
well (Psalm 139:14b).” W

DIOCESAN SYNOD  
Saturday, May 15

Church Planting in the Asian Diaspora ConferenceNorth Shore Parish Launches Seasonal Digital Magazine | Lively Spirit

In observance of the Asian Pacific American 
Heritage Month, the Asiamerica Ministries 
and Church Planting offices of the Episcopal 
Church present the first virtual conference 
on Church Planting. Successful ministries 
will be shared from Filipino, Chinese, Ko-

Congratulations to the Parish of St. Clem-
ent, Lynn Valley and their Deacon, the 
Rev. Peggy Trendell-Jensen, the parish’s 
communications coordinator.

March 20, the parish launched their new 
digital magazine, Lively Spirit (link at end). 

According to Rev. Trendell-Jensen:

“It’s our effort to be the ‘church in the world’ 
and to celebrate God at work in our commu-
nity in ways that may or may not be connected 
with the church. And finding the common 
threads in the Christian narrative and the 
life of the neighbourhood. And also, about 
helping people learn the Christian story, as 
we can no longer assume any particular level 
of familiarity. Our primary audience is the 
people outside the church walls.”

In the post on the St. Clement’s website, 
Rev. Trendell-Jensen offers a summary of 
the content:

“In the spring edition of Lively Spirit, you’ll 
find stories about local pilgrims (and how you 
can be one, too!), springtime arts and crafts, a 
Mother’s Day writing challenge, information 

North America | Online via Zoom | 4pm – 6pm PDT | Thursday, May 13 | Friday, May 14 | Saturday, May 15 

To view the first issue of Lively Spirit go to  
https://book.designrr.co/?id=70247&token 
=197037258&type=FP

Here is a link to that very first teaser issue of Lively 
Spirit, https://book.designrr.co/?id=52813&token 
=3366780500&type=FP

For more information about designrr.co software 
please go to https://designrr.io/

about the amazing work of the Spectrum 
Mothers Support Society, and more. Woven 
amidst it all are reflections from scripture and 
a telling of the Easter story for readers who 
may not be familiar with it.”

This premiere edition actually follows an 
earlier offering referred to as a teaser re-
leased in early February. 

The formatting utilizes designrr software 
and works extremely well. 

If you would like to subscribe to Lively 
Spirit, please send an email to subscribe@
stclementschurch.ca. W

rean, Hmong, Pakistani, Arab-Middle East 
and multicultural congregations. Please 
mark your Calendar and/or register at this 
link https://dfms.formstack.com/forms/
church_planting_among_asian_diaspora W
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A Sense of Déjà vu 
On the Trans-Canada Highway from Calgary to Banff
HERBERT O’DRISCOLL
Retired Priest of the diocese of Calgary, former Dean of the diocese of New Westminster & Rector of Christ Church Cathedral

During our years at the Anglican Parish of 
Christ Church, Elbow Park in Calgary, I 
used to take Monday as my day off. Some-
times, my wife Paula and I would drive west 
to have lunch in the Rundle Lounge of the 
Banff Springs Hotel. I used to think of the 
experience as enjoying the best burger in 
the world while looking out on the finest 
view in the world.

There is a very special point on that drive. 
As you drive west through the foothills, 
you ascend a kind of vast staircase. Three 
times you come over a rise and there are 
the Rockies, blue and white and stretching 
from one end of the horizon to the other. 
I remember I used to think of them as the 
ramparts of a magic kingdom, impregnable 
and unassailable.

The last rise before the descent down 
Scott Lake Hill to Morley Flats is breath-
taking. It’s as if the mountains that seemed 
infinitely distant have suddenly leaped 
forward to form a massive wall of rock 
pierced by valleys that call you into them. 
Whenever we came over the brow of that 
hill and gazed upon this vast and ruggedly 
beautiful panorama, a peculiar thing would 
happen. I would have an unmistakable, 
unavoidable sense of having seen this scene 
long ago. Obviously, that was impossible. 
So, what was going on? I didn’t believe in 
reincarnation. But the feeling of déjà vu 
was palpably present every time we took 
that drive west.

Then one day it came to me. I don’t 
know why it happened on this particular 
occasion. I can only assume that I had 
subconsciously buried a childhood experi-
ence with overtones of fear and loneliness. 
However, the moment of remembering was 
wonderfully liberating, because it solved a 
tantalizing mystery in my life.

When I was nine, I became seriously ill. 
I’ve never been quite sure what the condi-
tion was. I do know that my parents were 
deeply worried. I have vague memories of 
dark dreams, of crying out, of being held 
by loving parents in the night hours. I was 
kept to my room for about two months. 
Every day, my mother would hang a sheet 
on the door soaked with some sort of dis-
infectant. In that long-ago south of Ireland 
of the 1930s, medicine was very limited in 
what it could do.

Two months is a long time for a nine-
year-old to be a prisoner of his bedroom. 
Fortunately, I received a constant supply of 

View of the Rockies from Scott Lake Hill, Highway 1 heading west. PHOTO Courtesy of Wikipedia Commons

In addition to his new book of memoirs, I Will Arise and Go Now (available in 
bookstores everywhere), Herbert O’Driscoll has recently published privately 
a small collection of reminiscences from his time as rector of Christ Church, 
Calgary from 1984 through 1992, entitled Echoes of Elbow Park: Memories of 
Ministry. This month’s column is from that collection, which can be ordered 
for $10 (including shipping and handling) from ianalexan@gmail.com.

Echoes of Elbow Park

boys’ magazines, comics, adventure stories, 
hard cover books, in fact books of every 
kind, all of which I devoured. Those bedrid-
den weeks probably laid the foundations for 
a long lifetime of obsessive reading.

But then one very special present 
came. Somebody in my class at school had 
received a gift from an infinitely far-away 
Canada. In those days, it was a recent 
and fascinating invention. It was called a 
View-Master. There in its box was the view-
ing unit. Stored with it were some small 
cardboard discs with tiny pieces of colour 
film set into them. Each circular card held 
seven different views of a Canadian land-
mark or tourist attraction. My goodness, 
you would not believe how thrilling those 
views of Canada — especially Western Can-
ada — were! They were crystal clear when 
you held the viewer to the light, and the 
mountains and valleys and rivers stood out 
with marvellous, three-dimensional clarity.

So now you know why many years later 
I would come over the rise of Highway 
1 and be mysteriously affected by seeing 
this wonderful panorama. In a sense I had 
indeed been here before, in the long-ago 
land of childhood.

Recently, a friend added a whole other 
layer to this part of my life, by pointing out 
that someone else had stood at this same 
point on one of those great exploring jour-
neys that opened up the west. In November 
1800, David Thompson gazed out from 
this hilltop and marvelled at this panorama. 
Here is what he wrote in his Journal:

“To the westward, hills and rocks rose to our 
view covered with snow, here rising, there 
subsiding. Never before did I behold so just, 
so perfect a resemblance to waves of the ocean 
in the wintry storm. When looking upon them 
and attentively considering their wild order 
and appearance, the imagination is apt to 
say, these must once have been liquid, and in 
that state when swelled to its greatest agitation, 
suddenly congealed and made solid by Power 
Omnipotent.”

What a gift Thompson had for writing, not 
to mention a soaring imagination! Reading 
that excerpt from his journal makes it even 
more thrilling to drive west, swept along on 
today’s great highway through Morley lands 
and along the Canmore Valley. Yet another 
of the many gifts we received from our years 
of ministry in Calgary. W
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Book Review
JUSTIN CHEN
Vicar, All Saints, Burnaby

that we live interdependently with each 
other and with creation. The end of the 
Book of Revelation, for example, does 
not end with souls blissfully in clouds in 

Published by Brazos Press, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2020

My Guardian Angel
STEPHEN ROWE
Rector of the Anglican Parish of the Church of the Epiphany, Surrey

In the seven years since the Church of the Epiphany, Sur-
rey first welcomed members of the Chaldean community 
into our congregation, one person has stood out when a 
task needed to be done, especially if it was of a practical 
nature. This guy was always in the forefront when work 
needed doing, but often stayed in the shadows and never 
wanted credit for his role. I am not naming him in this 
piece because I reckon, he’d prefer that.

So, the other day I was out and about near the parish 
when I noticed just ahead on a major road a pothole; the 
sort that appear after heavy rain. There were three lanes of 
traffic and a car either side of me and I was travelling at 
speed; within the limits I’d add!

There wasn’t a choice and I hit the pothole with a loud 
thump. I kept going hoping with not huge conviction (we 
all experience that feeling from time to time, hairs standing 
up one’s neck, muted anxiety) all would be well. After a 
moment or two the car’s warning light came on, my heart 
skipped a bit... reduced pressure in the right front tire. This 
is the point when regular people stop and take a look. Me, 
I decided that keeping going was the best plan. It wasn’t an 
especially good idea. Long story short, I found a gas station. 
I thought I’d put some air in the tire to get me home. There 
was another person using the air pressure machine. I love 
the way you have to pay for air these days!

So, as I’m waiting, I decided to finally take a look. I 

don’t know much about cars but even I could tell that 
there wasn’t going to be any purpose in waiting to put air 
in this tire. So, I moved my car in front of the gas station 
and called my wife to say I’d be late arriving home. Then 
I got out of the car and as I looked around, I took note of 
the address of the gas station on the door above the front 
entrance to the storefront. I called our tow truck company 
for assistance, grateful in the knowledge that in the near 
future someone will come and sort this out. As I’m waiting 

PHOTO iStock ID 907846668

heaven, but with the new heavens and the 
new earth and the dwelling of God among 
the people of God as a community. In my 
recollection of the sermons I have heard in 
funerals, I have heard barely any mention of 
this eschatological hope which is the centre 
and grounding of the entire ministry and 
mission of Jesus Christ. It may be that this 
reflects our own mainline denomination’s 
nervousness around eschatology, but if we 
aim to follow Jesus, we might do well to 
reflect on whether or not our preaching and 
witness, especially around death, dying and 
the afterlife is true to the spirit of what he 
taught and proclaimed. 

There are other points that Billings’ 
makes in his book that makes it worth 
reading. He argues that we should not 
simplistically view death as either a wholly 
good thing or a wholly bad thing. The latter 
view of death being the “enemy” is routinely 
found in Christian hymnody and preach-
ing. But such an exclusive focus on death 
as negative, Billings argues, may lead some 
Christians with a terminal illness, to choose 
extreme measures to prolong life as much as 
possible where the proper pastoral response 
might be to accept that earthly life may be 
ending. Billings does not mention the issue 
of physician-assisted dying and I assume 
given that he seems to be on the conserva-
tive end of the theological spectrum that he 
would not be in favour of it. Nevertheless, 
his point that extreme measures to prolong 
the inevitable may not be the best solution 
may be worth pondering over as we reflect 
on how we deal with the end of life.

In conclusion, Billings’ book provides 
us an excellent starting point to think about 
these issues. My only caveats are that he 
does operate from a conservative Reformed 
perspective, and some of his particular ideas 
may not resonate with us who are more 
liberal or Anglo-Catholic in orientation 
(For example, there is no mention at all 
about the intercession of the Saints which 
is crucially significant from a catholic per-
spective). That being said, I heartily recom-
mend Billings The End of the Christian Life 
to both clergy and laity in examining the 
issues of dying, death, the afterlife and the 
resurrection. W

By the time you have read this book review 
in Topic, we will be in the midst of the 
Easter Season. It was on the last week of 
February that I read J. Todd Billings’ The 
End of the Christian Life. Billings weaves 
scriptural interpretation, personal narrative, 
and reflections on contemporary issues 
around death, dying, and the afterlife to 
argue for genuine faith, hope and love in 
the God of resurrection.

Trying to say anything about death, 
dying and the afterlife is a potential mine 
trap for anyone currently living. The Book 
of Alternative Services cautiously tells us:

“For the truth is that we do not know the 
condition of the dead, and while faith may 
consign their well-being to the creative and 
redemptive remembrance of God, everything 
we say about them remains… at the level of 
symbol.” (BAS, page 567)

Among Christians, I suspect, one may find 
a variety of answers, from some who may 
wish to speculate what literally awaits as on 
the other side to a few who may even admit 
that they believe in absolute oblivion. 

For Billings’ part, he persuasively brings 
us back to what we can glean from the 
witness of Scripture: that Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, Christ will come again. He 
argues that this must be the starting point 
of what can be said and written about the 
hereafter, no more, no less. The “Christ 
will come again” is especially poignant for 
Billings because much of Christian funeral 
preaching is fixated on the immediate state 
of the deceased’s soul. Rather, quite rightly, 
Billings points out that the New Testament 
witness is not focused on what happens after 
death for anyone individually, but rather it 
is focused on the coming kingdom of God, 
the Parousia, where both heaven and earth 
will be reconciled and all things will be 
one with God. Billings’ challenges me as a 
preacher to understand and proclaim that 
Christian hope is not ultimately on specu-
lating what happens after we individually 
die, but on the promise that Christ will 
bring his reign of justice and peace to the 
living and the dead at the end of time. 

I think this is the strongest point that 
he makes and that challenges our indi-

vidualism surrounding matters touching 
the afterlife. By fixating on the question 
of where we individually go after death, 
we miss the point that the Bible assumes 

to speak to a human, I see someone I recognize about to 
go in and get coffee.

“Father,” he says.
“How are you? I have missed you.”
I had missed him too in spite of various attempts to go 

to his place of work in case he was there during the last 12 
months. Having been working mostly from home we just 
hadn’t seen each other.

I showed him the tire and at once, as he always does, 
he stepped into action. There was a spare, I did know that 
much. Within a few moments the jack, the spare and any 
other tools located in the trunk were being put to good 
use. I offered to buy my friend a coffee; he loves coffee. To 
my request he replied, “No Father, do you want a coffee?” 
I didn’t.

It took a few minutes, and it was all done, and the jack 
stowed away, and I certainly planned to heed the instruc-
tions not to exceed 80 kms on the way home. I wanted to 
hug him, big time. 

I said to him, “You are my guardian angel.” What were 
the chances my friend would head home early, and decide 
to get a coffee on route?

My colleague, my friend, he knows who he is, our 
community knows who he is, and how he is there when 
we need something doing. What a great follower of Christ. 
A guardian angel.W
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You May Have More Youth than You Think
CAMERON GUTJAHR
Rector, St. John the Divine, Squamish

On Saturday, March 6, about 30 young people and leaders 
gathered for an online Trivia Night hosted by the Diocesan 
Youth Movement (DYM). The trivia game is a popular 
tradition of the DYM’s annual winter retreat, which was 
cancelled this year for obvious reasons. 

It was so much fun — a lot of laughter, random facts, 
silliness, community, and prayer. 

For me, it was a reminder of how much I love ministry 
with young people, but also, how important it is. 

I believe it is so important that I not only attended, but 
put in many hours preparing for it, despite not having any 
of “my” young people in attendance. 

To be honest, it is arguable whether my little church 
even “has” any young people. We do not have a youth pro-
gram and there are no teenagers if you were to look out at 
the congregation on a typical Sunday morning (pre-covid). 
I imagine that this is probably the perspective and position 
of many of our parishes and parish leaders in this diocese. 

If this feels like you, allow me to take a few moments of 
your time and make the case of why I believe that it is even 
more important for you and your church to be involved in 
youth ministry, particularly with the DYM. 

1. You have more youth than you think.
Sometimes I think we get into mindsets that since we don’t 
have a weekly youth group or a paid leader that youth 
ministry isn’t happening or couldn’t happen in our church. 
I would argue that you probably “have” more young people 
than you think (though can young people really be “had”). 
Do you know any young people? Does anyone in your 
congregation know any young people? Are there any young 
people living in your parish (that geographic region for 
which we are responsible, not the four walls of the church 
building)? If the answer to any of these is “yes,” then you 
can do youth ministry too! Maybe it doesn’t look like that 
Friday night youth group at the moment, but you have the 
opportunities to connect with, encourage, support, and 
pray with and for young people, right now. 

Six months into my ministry here, I brought two 
tenuously connected teenagers to last year’s DYM Winter 
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Retreat. They had a great time. I don’t know if anything 
will come of it, but it was a great opportunity to connect 
some young people (particularly when there are very few 
engaged in the community) to something bigger than 
themselves and the local parish. I myself found community 
and my faith deepened by larger youth events like the ones 
the DYM runs at a time when my home church’s youth 
program was at a low point. 

Use the DYM! Sponsor that one acolyte, encourage 
that parishioner’s grandkid; who knows where it may lead. 

2. There’s no need to be afraid. 
I get the sense that people in churches can at times feel 
overwhelmed by the idea of youth ministry, that they feel 
like they wouldn’t know how to relate with a young per-
son, even if they did darken their church’s doorstep. It’s a 
strange youth phobia, and I say that because I believe it 
is mostly irrational. Young people are first and foremost 
people, who value relationship, care and interest, same as 
anyone else. Some of the best “youth ministers” I’ve ever 
had in the Church have been people who never would have 
considered themselves as such.

Come and offer some leadership at a DYM event to 

practice interacting with young people and get over that fear. 
On top of that, I can’t oversell the wealth of experience and 
wisdom accumulated in the leaders who commit their time 
and energy to this ministry. Don’t know how to start en-
gaging young people in your community? I suggest sitting 
down with a couple of these committed youth ministers 
over a meal or break in a DYM event to pick their brains. 

3. We are the Body of Christ
Not every congregation offers every ministry all the time, 
that is the beauty of being part of the Body of Christ. It is 
a strength of our Anglican polity that we collaborate, each 
bringing gifts to our shared life and ministry. Even if you 
are not able to bring young people from your community 
to a DYM event, you have an opportunity to support and 
be part of this amazing thing in our diocese, serving the 
young people of our Church and beyond. It is exciting, 
soul-filling, life-giving work, well worth being a part of. 

Still unsure? Connect with the DYM. We’d be happy 
to talk with you about youth ministry. We desire, pray for, 
and work towards thriving youth ministry in the parishes 
of this diocese.

For those who are ordained, DYM leaders will be visit-
ing the different clerici of the diocese in the coming year to 
share about what the DYM does, learn more about what 
is happening in the parishes, and to learn about how we 
might be able to support that work further in the future. 
We look forward to seeing you! 

Allow me to conclude with the words of the DYM’s 
mission statement (there is a long-standing tradition to 
shout out together the words in all-caps. Please join in as 
you are able).

The Diocesan Youth Movement in the Anglican Diocese of 
New Westminster affirms DIVERSITY of individuals and 
perspectives while fostering RELATIONSHIP with God 
and with each other. We seek to EQUIP youth and youth 
leaders to seek CHALLENGE and GROWTH through 
POSITIVE ACTION within individuals, the Church and 
the wider world. W


