Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Scott Thompson, Pastor
Marshall Jones, Director of Music
5th Sunday of Easter, May 2, 2021

Children are always welcome in the sanctuary during worship.
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Today’s Worship
Prelude

“Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”

arr. James Biery

THE GATHERING
(please stand)

Confession and Forgiveness
Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.
Presider: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All:
Amen.
Presider: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(silence for reflection)
Presider: Most merciful God,
All:
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
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Presider: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.

Gathering Hymn

“Now the Green Blade Rises”

Greeting
Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All:
And also with you.

Kyrie

Kyrie, Avon Gillespie
Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-723873

ELW#379

4

Hymn Of Praise

O Day Full of Grace, Translation: Gerald Thorson
Translation © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A723873

Prayer of the Day
Presider: The Lord be with you.
All:
And also with you.
Presider: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot
live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of
love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
All:
Amen
(be seated)
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THE WORD
First Reading
26

Acts 8:26-40

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come
to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot
and join it." 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He
asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31He replied, "How can I,
unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
32
Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
"Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth."
34
The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?" 35Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.
36
As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?" 38He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.
Reader:
All:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 22:25-31

25

From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28
For dominion belongs | to the LORD,
who rules o- | ver the nations. R
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead,
shall kneel be- | fore the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall | serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
31
They shall proclaim God's deliverance to a people | yet unborn,
saying to them, "The | LORD has acted!" R
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Second Reading

1 John 4:7-21
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Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves
is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God is love. 9God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son
into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
12
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us.
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as
the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of
God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God
has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides
in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness
on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment,
and
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved
us. 20Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Reader:
All:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

8

(please stand)

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah, Arr: Mark Sedio
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-723873

Gospel Reading

Reader:
All:

John 15:1-8

The Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples."
ReaderAll-

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
Hymn of the Day

“O Blessed Spring

(please stand)

Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

ELW#447
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The Prayers
Presider: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast
love.
After each portion of the prayers:
Presider: Hear us, O God
All:
Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:
Assistant- In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.
(be seated)

Offering

“Now the Green Blade Rises”

arr. Aaron David Miller

Your offerings are important to the ongoing mission of Bethlehem and it’s mission
partners. Please mail your offering to 603 S. Main St. Kalispell, MT 59901 or give
online at https://bethluth.org/give . Thank you!
(please stand)

Offertory Prayer
Presider: Let us pray.
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in
service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus
Christ.
All:
Amen
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The Great Thanksgiving
Presider:
All:
Presider:
All:
Presider:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider: It is our duty and our delight...

Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy, Franz Schubert, adapt. Richard Proulx
Adaptation © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-723873
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Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
(be seated)

Lamb of God

The Risen Christ, Text: Nigel Weaver, Music: Walter Greatorex
Text © 1993 Nigel Weaver
Music © 2006 Oxford University Press
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-723873 and CCLI License #1141442

Distribution of Holy Communion
All are welcome at the table of Christ. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are
available.

13

Communion Hymns
“Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”

ELW#403

“I Received the Living God”

ELW#477

(please

stand)

Communion Blessing
Presider: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
All:
Amen.

Post Communion Hymn

14

Post-Communion Prayer
Presider: Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.

The Benediction
Presider: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love
the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you now and forever.
All:
Amen.

Sending Hymn

“This Is My Father’s World”

ELW#824

Dismissal
Presider: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
All:
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

“Earth and All Stars”

arr. Keith Kolander

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission Augsburg Fortress license #14266-ELW.
One License # A-723873.CCLI License #11414428.
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Mother’s Day Brunch at FLBC, May 9th
Celebrate Mother’s Day on the lake!
We have 3 seating's, and there is currently room at all three: 9:30,
11am and 12:30. We will be serving families/couples at their table, no
buffet, and because of limited spacing, we are closing registration on
May 1st at midnight!!
Please call the camp office at 406-752-6602; or go online to register....by Saturday May 1, at midnight!
This year we are having the money go to camperships at camp rather then another charity....as we have lots of foster children, and children who have a parent currently incarcerated coming to camp.
God Bless you and where you serve, as we navigate these crazy times!!

Hymn Histories
Join Marshall for a fun, in-depth look into the stories behind your
favorite hymns! He will put a special focus on the hymns for the
upcoming worship service each week to give you a little background into each
song and why we sing it. To join this exciting class, contact Marshall for the Zoom
link.

Men’s Bible Study
Join us Wednesday’s mornings at 7am for fun
and fellowship at the Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. If
you are interested please contact John Erfle for more information 406-261-6403.

Pastor Scott’s Bible Study- Thursday at 1pm.
Join us on Zoom for an overview of the book of Genesis. Get the link in Pr. Scott’s Virtual Church email that
comes out on Tuesdays. And feel free to invite a friend - even someone who lives
outside our own area!

Quilters, Knitters, and Men’s Bible Study are Back In–
Person at BLC!!
We have opened our doors to small, in-person groups to
begin meeting again at BLC. Quilters AND KNITTERS meet on
Thursday mornings at 9am in the Fellowship Hall. Men’s Bible Study and Prayer
Breakfast meet in Fellowship Hall on Wednesday mornings at 7am. We are excited to see all of the faces we’ve missed over the past year. If you have any questions, please contact the office at 406-752-6140 or office@bethluth.org.
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Prayer Concerns: Illness/surgery:
Louise Gullick, Beverly Hubbard, Shirley Struck, Michelle and Jerry Aalbu,
Erik Snow, Jessica Snow, and Billy Boyd.
A Special Thank You To Our Assisting Ministers:
Welcome Hosts:

Jana and Bill Pursell

Communion Host:

Gaylynn Nelson

Cantor:

Janan Beller

Reader:

Janan Beller

Video Tech:

Gabe Durgan

This Week at Bethlehem
SUNDAY
9:00am
5:00pm

05/02– Quilt and Prayer Shawl Blessing
Worship / Communion
High School Youth Group

TUESDAY
4:30pm
6:00pm

05/04
Hymn Histories with Marshall, Zoom
Committees, TBD

WEDNESDAY
7:00am
10:00am

05/05
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study, FH
Staff Meeting

THURSDAY
9:00am
9:00am
1:00pm

05/06
Quilters, FH
Knitter’s, FR
Online Bible Study with Pastor Scott, Zoom

SUNDAY
9:00am
5:00pm

05/09– Mother’s Day
Worship / Communion
High School Youth Group
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