
 
 

May 2, 2021     -     “Departure Promised”     -     John 14:1-31  
 

OPEN 

  
Every time I drive to YVR I am careful to track the lane in which I am driving.   It 
makes a difference whether I am heading to departures or arrivals!  On one 
occasion I went to the airport by Skytrain.  What an efficient system.  I stepped 
off, walked up to counter only to find out I booked the wrong flight! 
 
Through May we are going to think about departure and arrival.  Are you 
missing travel?  However, our discussion is about an all-important departure 
and arrival which took place the cross birth of the Church. 

• Departure of Jesus Promised” – John 14  

• Arrival of Holy Spirit Promised” – John 16 

• Ascension – Acts 1   (May 16) 

• Pentecost – Acts 2   (May 23) 
  
 

DIG 

 
As we saw in our study of Mark, the disciples became increasingly confused 
about the mission of Jesus and the Kingdom He was proclaiming.  John 13 
records their confusion and anxiety as they gathered in the upper room for the 
last supper.  That is why John 14:1 records Jesus’ words, “Not troubled let your 
hearts be.” (lit.)  What was troubling them?  In chapter 13 note four factors: 

• washed their feet even though He was their Master – vv. 1-17 

• predicted His betrayal and sent Judas on his way – vv. 18-30 

• stated He was going to place they could not follow – vv. 31-36 

• specifically told Peter that he would fall away – vv. 37-38 
 
In John 14, as Jesus addressed their agitation by focusing more on His 
departure.  Now, does this seem like a typical way we should encourage the 
discouraged? 

Yet the promise of Jesus in John 14 fortifies our faith in three important ways.  
These are each introduced by an “I will” statement by Jesus. 
 
 
ONE:  the hope of anticipation – vv. 1-7 
 
Verse 6 notwithstanding, we have a powerful promise from Jesus in verse 3.  
Of course, verse 6 presents us with an unequivocal claim on the part of Jesus: 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”  Have you come to the Father by faith?  Do you know Jesus as 
the way, truth, life?  Until you are in such a relationship, Jesus’ words in verse 
3 fall flat. 
 
As we have already noted, the disciples were in emotional turmoil.  The term in 
verse 1 for “troubled” – which means agitated and stirred up.  And uppermost 
in their minds, was the fact that Jesus was leaving them.  So, Jesus gave a 
wonderful pledge, rooted in the marriage tradition of the day.  As the groom, He 
was returning to the Father’s home, following the betrothal.  Why?  He would 
add a room to the Father’s house in preparation for the wedding and bringing 
the bride to that home. 
 
Just as a waiting bride would eagerly anticipate the arrival of the groom, Jesus 
pledged to His disciples, “I will come again and will take you to myself.” (v.3)  
This was his first “I will” pledge.  And notice that Jesus’ departure from His 
disciples was in no way as abrupt as the way He entered their lives!  He was 
inviting them to lift their hearts heavenward – to see God’s eternal Kingdom.  
Just as Jesus predicted His suffering and death He also taught them the truth 
of the resurrection.  Remember His rebuke of the Sadducees in Mark 12:27?  
“He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” 
 
What can we conclude from Thomas question verse 5?  Was he believing?  
Despairing?  Ironically, Jesus had already answered – He will come personally 
to (lit.) “receive us”!  In his book Get Your Life Back John Eldredge writes 
about Thomas-like tendencies despair.  He suggests that modernism creates 
an environment in which we fail to experience transitions well – “those gracious 
spaces between the events of human living.”  As a result, “we wonder why we 
have a hard time finding God, receiving more of him, feeling like we’re 
overflowing with life.”  (Thomas Nelson, 2020, 67, 71).   
 
 
TWO:  the joy of expectation – vv. 8-17 
 
I can be a slow learner when it comes to computer technology.  I can watch 
processes but still look for further explanation.  In verse 8 Philip asked, “Lord, 
show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”  Imagine it – he appears to have 
missed the revelation of God in Christ for the past three years!  And we learn 
from Jesus’ answer in the next two verses that the issue was belief, not 
another object lesson! 
 
 



 
Jesus was not planning to leave His disciples with a cold, sterile lecture.  His 
second “I will” promise is found in verse 13: “Whatever you ask in my name, 
this I will do.”  Jesus was intent on reproducing great works of ministry through 
this band of disciples.  Notice how Jesus expressed this.   

• focused on the glory of the Father – vv. 10-14  

• facilitated by obedience to the Son – v. 15 

• featuring power of the Holy Spirit – vv. 16-18 
 
 
THREE:  the peace of consolation – vv. 18-33 
 
No one wants a “consolation prize”.  I remember the “sorrow of silver” at soccer 
tournaments.  Though Jesus’ third “I will” is about consolation, it is about 
something significant!  In verse 18 we read, “I will not leave you as orphans; I 
will come to you.” 
 
Now, this is wonderful news for the future.  But if we are not careful, this will 
sound as hollow as current “covid-isms” such as “we’re all in this together”  
OR  “one day all this will be over”.  Consider the present reality of Jesus’ 
promise. 

• Transformed identity as the beloved of God – vv. 19-20 see John 17 

• Transformed activity as the obedient of Jesus – v. 21 see John 15 

• Transformed capacity as vessels of the Spirit – vv. 22-26 see Acts 
 

Please note a correction regarding last week’s comments that Judas the 
betrayer had uttered the words found in John 14:22 when in fact it was 
another called Judas who voiced this concern about Jesus’ ministry agenda 

         
Followers of Jesus are anything but orphans!  His present promise is clear – 
we are transformed by the presence of God in our lives.  So the words of verse 
27 cease to be merely conceptual but become current and effective: 
 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, (same word as in v.1) neither let them be afraid.” 

 
 

REFLECT 

 
Little is known of Sabellius, a church leader in Rome in the third century.  He 
tried to emphasize God’s unity but in so doing taught a “trinity of revelation, but 
not of nature”. (Lectures in Systematic Theology, Henry C. Thiessen, 
Eerdmans, 1979, 90) Centuries later, Sabellianism or modalism is still 
infecting Christ followers.  Read more about correctly understanding the Trinity.  
 

 
God does not relate to us in “modes” or various revelations of Himself.  His 
presence in our lives is so much more wonderful and personal! 
 
Each Person of the God-head relates to us…with no compromise to His 
Oneness and Unity!  This is what fuels our hope, joy, and peace – no matter 
the departure and arrival schedule of the Son and the Holy Spirit! 
 
 

For further reflection… 
 
 
Read Scriptures that speak of God’s gift of peace for our troubled hearts… 
 

• Psalm 23 
 

• Psalm 91 
 

• Philippians 4:4-7 
 
 
Listen to some songs that will help you reflect on God’s gift of peace… 
 

• My Peace I Give Unto You  
 

• Perfect Peace 
 

• It Is Well With My Soul 

 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-doctrine-of-the-trinity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqbEtwBFQwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqbEtwBFQwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF2iiIrWBbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhaTIu_k4w0

