
 

Worship Guide – May 2 

Senior Citizen Sunday 

9:30 AM Worship 
       

+ WE GATHER BEFORE GOD + 
    

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE Silesian Folk Song (Fairest Lord Jesus) – arr. Matthews 

 
Ten Choral Preludes and a Fantasy on Familiar Hymns for the Organ, by H. Alexander Matthews 

© MCMXLIX by Oliver Ditson Company, Theodore Presser Co., Distributors 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

LIGHTING OF THE TRINITY CANDLE 

St. John’s is a community that is 

Ignited by Spirit, Growing in Love. 

We begin our worship in the name of the Father,  

the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

We've come to celebrate all God's creation,  

to celebrate both those young and old. 
For in all that you have created is goodness. 

We ask that you be with us to help to honor and respect people of all ages. 
God, we ask that you help us keep in our minds the covenant that you made with humanity. 

Help us to remember that we are all your people who are loved, both young and old. Keep 

us faithful to your word so that we may serve you. 
 

OPENING HYMN  ELW 838   Beautiful Savior  

 

Beautiful Savior, 

King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love thee, 

truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

Fair are the meadows, 

fair are the woodlands, 

robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, 

Jesus is purer, 

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 

Beautiful Savior, 

Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, 

praise, adoration, 

now and forevermore be thine! 



 

Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 

Public Domain 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

As we gather today, we celebrate the great diversity among our church family.  We celebrate the 

excitement and joy, yet we also admit our failings and missteps.   

We recognize the ways in which we have not honored each member of this community for 

the gifts and life experience that they bring and the ways we have silenced or ignored the 

past.  Help us to see the foundation that has been laid for us by generations before us who 

helped cure disease, develop new technology, grow more healthy food, travel the world and 

bring community in new ways.  Help us to find ways to engage our senior citizens in 

ministry that is meaningful and useful to them and to the church and world, that we might 

truly be the one body of Christ, the church.  Amen 

  

Our God has blessed us with the gift of diversity and we give thanks for the heritage that our 

senior citizens bring to this community of faith.  In Christ, we are one, forgiven and loved, called 

to love and serve one another, as Christ first loved us.   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  God of all seasons, we thank you for the senior citizens who live among us, 

reminding us of the seasons of age and experience, reminding us of the necessity of enjoying 

each day as your gift, and offering us perspective, courage, peace and vision of what it means to 

age with grace.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen  

 

 

HYMN  ELW 785   When Peace Like a River  

  

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well with my soul,  

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

even so it is well with my soul.   

It is well with my soul,  

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888, Public Domain 

 

 

 



 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 
     

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

 Diane Appold 

 Elaine Keller 

 Joyce Allebach 

 

HYMN SING   
     

ELW 742    What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

oh, what needless pain we bear-- 

all because we do not carry 

ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 
Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886, Public Domain 

 

ELW 423    Shall We Gather at the River 

 

Shall we gather at the river, 

where bright angel feet have trod, 

with its crystal tide forever 

flowing by the throne of God? 

 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river 

that flows by the throne of God. 

 
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, Public Domain 

 

ELW 661   I Love to Tell the Story 

 

I love to tell the story 

of unseen things above, 

of Jesus and his glory, 

of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, 

because I know it’s true; 

it satisfies my longings 

as nothing else would do. 

 

I love to tell the story; 

I’ll sing this theme in glory 

and tell the old, old story 

of Jesus and his love. 



 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, Public Domain 

 

Because He Lives 

 

God sent His Son they called Him Jesus; 

He came to love, heal and forgive. 

He bled and died to buy my pardon; 

An empty grave is there to prove 

My Savior lives. 

 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow; 

Because He lives, all fear is gone. 

Because I know He holds the future, 

And life is worth the living 

Just because He lives. 

 
CCLI Song # 16880. Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither, © 1971 Hanna Street Music                                                                                                                                     

(Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management), For use solely with the SongSelect®, All rights reserved. CCLI License # 1490857 

 

ELW 774    What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine  

 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 

leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Leaning, leaning,  

safe and secure from all alarms; 

leaning, leaning,  

leaning on the everlasting arms.  

 
Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929, Arrangement Copyright Holder Augsburg Fortress  

Podcasted/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH – Dennis Krauss 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING          Hymn of Promise – Sleeth 

Kathy Fitser, soprano 
 

© 1986 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, Illinois 

International Copyright Secured. All rights reserved. 

OneLicense.net #A-709256, Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear our prayer, O God: 

Make us one in you.   

Into your hands, O living God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

As Jesus taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN Victory in Jesus 

I heard an old, old story, 

How a Savior came from glory, 

How He gave His life on Calvary 

To save a wretch like me; 

I heard about His groaning, 

Of His precious blood's atoning, 

Then I repented of my sins 

And won the victory.  

 

Refrain 

O victory in Jesus, 

My Savior, forever. 

He sought me and bought me 

With His redeeming blood; 

He loved me ere I knew Him 

And all my love is due Him, 

He plunged me to victory, 

Beneath the cleansing flood.  

 

I heard about His healing, 

Of His cleansing pow'r revealing. 

How He made the lame to walk again 

And caused the blind to see; 

And then I cried, "Dear Jesus, 

Come and heal my broken spirit," 

And somehow Jesus came and bro't 

To me the victory.  



 

Refrain 

 

I heard about a mansion 

He has built for me in glory. 

And I heard about the streets of gold 

Beyond the crystal sea; 

About the angels singing, 

And the old redemption story, 

And some sweet day I'll sing up there 

The song of victory.  

 

Refrain 
 

CCLI Song # 1259, © Words: 1939 Mrs. E.M. Bartlett. Renewed 1967 Albert E. Brumley and Songs                                                                                                                                                                     

CCLI License # 1490857, Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Victory Through Grace - arr. Wilson                 

                                 Curry Moyer, trumpet     

© 1967 in The Sound of Trumpets by John F. Wilson 

by Hope Publishing Co. Internal Copyright Secured  

Podcasted/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Attendance 
4/25/2021 – Zoom - 43 households 

Giving Amounts  Total received 
between  

4/5-24/2021 

Amount Needed 
between  

4/5-24/2021 

General Fund $7,428 $16,825 

Building Fund $560.14   
Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 
reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other building 
expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include electronic giving. 
Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

  

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  
3/14/4/3/2021 

$210 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 250,054.65 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Sale and Flower Order Pick up AND Element Pick up – This Saturday, 

May 8th, from 9-11am come by the church to pick up your flower 

order OR to purchase some flowers. Communion Elements will also be 

available to use during our Mother’s Day worship on Sunday, May 9th.  

The following flowers will be available for purchase:  

HERBS - $3.50/pot 

Parsley – 8 pots available 

Basil – 4 pots available 

 

VEGETABLES - $2.50/pot 

Tomatoes – 1 pot available 

Green Peppers – 11 pots available 

Red Peppers – 10 pots available 

 

MARKET PACKS - $4/pack 

Red Begonias – 4 packs 

Mixed Begonias – 3 packs 

Cosmos – 2 packs 

Pink Wave Petunias – 5 packs 

Red Wave Petunias – 2 packs 

White Wave Petunias – 5 packs 

Mixed Impatiens – 4 packs 

Red Impatiens – 5 packs 

Salmon Impatiens – 3 packs 

Yellow Marigolds – 5 packs 

Orange Marigolds – 5 packs 

Mixed Marigolds – 1 pack 

Giant Zinnias – 2 packs 

 

GERANIUMS - $5/pot 

Red – 1 pot  
White – 3 pots  

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in 

your prayers: 

Alex Kunkel, Bob Moran, Betsy Rodger, Robin Seasock, Paige Seasock, Peyton Seasock, 

Nancy Terpoilli, Brian Allebach, Glen Van Dyke, Charles Krupp, Jean Leister, Kenny Nace, 

Tom Ciesielka, Abigail and Eric Hails, Sonny Carson, Frank Puskoskie, Ann Brown Hager, 

Alyssa Gegan, David Mounts, Ann Lewis, Carolyn Iris, Melissa Snyder, Sandy Umstead, 

Theresa Hasson, Renaud Fix, Joseph and Lisa Yost, Theresa Gross, Lynda Lysoby, David 

and Linda Kratzer, Leah Crater, Leanne Kratzer and Paul Barndt. 



 

Blood Drive There is a Red Cross blood drive scheduled at St. John’s for Friday, May 14th from 

2pm – 7pm.  Sign up at redcrossblood.org. 

 

Heavenly Helpers will once again have their monthly summer hoagie sales from May until 

September.  This is very exciting for all of us.  Number one because so many people have 

enjoyed these hoagies through the years and number two, it helps the mission team continue to 

serve those who need the help.  Our hope is to return to doing trips in October.   If you have any 

questions about the hoagies or our trips, please contact Elaine  

The first sale will be Thursday, May 20.  Orders must be in by May 13.   

Since we are in the midst of virtual  church services, please contact Elaine Keller by phone 

(215.262.5366) or email elaineakeller@comcast.net. before May 13.  

 

Outdoor Work Party at the Allebach’s - Sat. May 15 - 9 am - 12 Noon  

St. John's has identified another way that we can be present to support and help Brian Allebach. 

Brian loves his flower beds and is no longer able to maintain them. Weeders and mulch 

spreaders are needed! Please check the weekly newsletter to sign up online, or contact the church 

office at 215-234-4888 to join the party. 

 

New Dates available!  Meal Train for Brian & Jennifer Allebach 

As you may be aware, Brian Allebach, former chancel choir director at St. John's, was diagnosed 

with ALS in 2019. As the disease progresses and life changes for the Allebachs each week, we 

are hoping to support them in whatever ways we can. 

A meal train, to provide a meal on Saturdays, has been started. To access the meal train sign-up, 

see what dates are available and find out all the pertinent information, see the weekly email or 

contact the church office. 

Brian also loves to receive cards - so feel free to drop one in the mail to their home address, 

which is: Brian Allebach, 1096 Soffa Road, East Greenville, PA 18041 

Thank you for your tender care for this family at this challenging time - and watch for new ways 

to be present with and for them in the months to come. 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 

On June 6, we will take time during worship to recognize our graduates – whether 

that be preschool/kindergarten, elementary school, middle school, high school, college or 

graduate school graduates.  If you would like for your graduate to be recognized on June 6, 

please submit the following information to the church office by Sunday, May 30: 

- Student’s name and where he/she is graduating from. 

- Where student is headed next (school, work, military, etc.) 

- A picture of the graduate 

mailto:elaineakeller@comcast.net

