
Sermon Notes
Text: Luke 15:1-32

Intro:

Understanding these 3 parables is critical to our understanding of Jesus. 

The Pharisees meant their comments (v. 2) to discredit Jesus’ ministry. 

Parables of the lost sheep and lost coin
1 sinner repenting is cause for greater joy than the fact that 99 don’t 
have to. 

What % of our resources does the church tend to use to keep the 99 
happy vs. seeking the 1?

The Parable of the Lost Son
The younger son didn’t want a relationship with his father; only his 
father’s stuff. 

The father welcomes him home and dines with him (like Jesus)

The lostness of the 2nd son is less obvious. He also wants the father’s 
stuff instead of a relationship with the father. 

His self-righteousness blinded him to the fact that he had no relationship 
with the father. 

There’s more than one way to get lost. 

Self-Examination:
Do I have younger brother tendencies?

• Waywardness
• Wild living
• Outward/obvious sin
• Rebellion 

Do I have older brother tendencies?
• Look down on younger brother types
• Assume my good behaviour earns God’s blessing
• Judgmental attitude

Conclusion:

The lost are precious to God. Let’s join in the search
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Life Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. Have you ever lost something that was precious to you? What was 
it? What did you do to try to find it?

Study & Discussion:

1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. Read Luke 15. What are the similarities and differences between the 
3 parables? How does these parables address the comments made 
by the pharisees (v. 2)?

3. What are the signs of the younger son’s lostness? What are the 
signs of the older son’s lostness? 

4. Read Luke 19:1-10. What does this story have in common with the 
parable of the lost son?  

Practicing the Way of Jesus: Self-examination

Examine yourself to determine your tendencies.

Do I have younger brother tendencies?
• Waywardness
• Wild living
• Outward/obvious sin
• Rebellion 

Do I have older brother tendencies?
• Look down on younger brother types
• Assume my good behaviour earns God’s blessing
• Judgmental/critical attitude

Confess your sinful tendencies to God, and ask for an awareness of how 
your tendencies affect your relationship with him and others. 
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