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-Jesus as the target of love, worship and ministry- 

Date:  May 16, 2021 (Easter 7) 
1.  Texts:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Ps. 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19. 

2.  Subject:  Christology and ecclesiology. 

3.  Topic:  divine origins and holy, protective unity. 

4.  Aim:  guide 

5.  Proposition:  “Because Jesus is God incarnate, we share in his divine identity, unity and love.” 

 

AS JESUS WAS TO US, SO ARE WE TO THE WORLD 

 

 We take it for granted that Jesus of Nazareth faced his execution with grace 

and dignity.  After all, he was God.  Yes, he was afraid—afraid of the pain, the 

suffering and the unknowable reality of dying.  But he trusted in God and could 

look calmly into the face of torture and death. 

 

 But we cannot take his final prayer before his execution for granted.  It is 

hugely instructive for us as believers and disciples.  You would do well to read 

all of John, chapter seventeen, aloud and many times.   

 

 The opening verses of the chapter make it clear that, even in the face of 

torture and execution, Jesus was not praying for himself.  He prays for disciples, 

both the current ones and the ones to come.  That’s remarkable, for sure.  If I were 

facing my death from Covid or cancer, I’d probably be praying for myself, for 

courage and strength to meet my death to come.  Jesus prayed for his disciples, 

for their identity and unity so that they might be the proclamation of the gospel 

in the world.  The issues of identity and unity were crucial in Jesus’ mind. 

 

 Jesus understood the identity of the disciples as coming from his identity as 

the Son of God.  That is, as God and Jesus were one in purpose, glory, power, 

grace and being, so Jesus and the disciples are to be one in that same purpose, 

glory, power and grace.  The love that God shared with Jesus is to be shared by 

Jesus with the disciples.  It’s a spiritual logic equation:  As God is to Jesus, so is 

Jesus to the disciples.   

 

 This necessarily means that, as Jesus revealed God to the disciples, so the 

disciples are to reveal Jesus to the world.   
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 Again, according to Jesus, the primary tool for this revelation of Jesus is the 

self-sacrificing love of the disciples, primarily for one another.  The key way in 

which the world will recognize such love is in the unity of the disciples.  

Remember this? 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of 

one Spirit. 

 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of 

many… If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 

member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 

 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of 

it.1 

The love of God as demonstrated in Jesus will be demonstrated in the love the 

disciples have for one another and in the resulting unity.   

 

 Parallel to this, we must also say that a lack of divine unity results from a 

lack of love within the Church.  Wherever there is disunity, the Church has lost 

something of its divine identification with Jesus.  Wherever there is disunity, the 

Church is failing in its proclamation of the gospel.  Another logic equation must 

be this:  Disunity equals a lack of love which equals a failure in how we are living 

out our salvation.   

 

 I’ll leave you to contemplate the ways in which your own life is 

demonstrating disunity.  Today, I think we should focus on our identity and 

unity, just as Jesus did. 

 

 Jesus identified himself as one with the Father.  Thus, the Church is to be 

one with Jesus.  Our ministries and worship are to reflect the identity of Jesus, the 

identity of Jesus as God incarnate and the world’s Saviour.  This idea represents 

what can be a crucial shift in how we think about the Church. 

 

 
1 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 26-27.   
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 So, we don’t worship to fill our need for worship or our connection with 

God.  We worship because Jesus is worthy of being worshipped.  We don’t help 

others because they need help.  We help others because we serve Jesus by helping 

others.  We proclaim the gospel in word and deed not because other people need 

salvation.  We proclaim the gospel because Jesus and his salvation call us to 

proclaim.  Our goal is not to be nice to others.  Our goal is to love Jesus.  We 

demonstrate our love for God in how we worship and minister.   

 

 A necessary expression of such love will be our unity. 

 

 Christian unity has been a difficult topic from the very beginning.  In New 

Testament times the divisions were between Jewish and non-Jewish Christians.  

A wide range of competing theologies intensified divisions during the patriarchal 

period.  In 1054, when the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches divided, the 

path towards further divisions was set.  Disunity really got out of hand with the 

Protestant reformation.  Christian unity is more likely to be seen as Christian 

disunity. 

 

 It is impossible to work towards structural or institutional unity.  The 

campaigns towards unifying Churches as institutions must be a thing of the past.  

This is pretty clear from what Jesus said.   

 

 Jesus prayed, “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 

me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”2  Jesus and the Father are not one in 

body, not one inside time and space.  They are clearly one in purpose, glory, 

power, grace and intent.  Our unity is not to be structural or institutional.  Our 

unity is in the faith.  We are one in the Lord.  We are one in love. 

 

 Our worship and ministries must proclaim such unity in love.  But let’s 

make it clear that unity does not mean uniformity.     

 

 In a magnificent twist of divine irony, this means that we can disagree with 

one another as long as the expressions of our disagreement respect the dignity 

and salvation of the others.  Unity means sacrificial love.  We surrender our need 

 
2 John 17:11b.   
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to be right and to triumph so that we may respect others and so that they may 

experience the love of God.   

 

 According to Jesus, the same love and salvation that propel us towards one 

another in unity also propel us outward in loving proclamation to the world.  

Jesus’ ministry, gospel, crucifixion and resurrection have sent us out into the 

world to both imitate his life and proclaim his truth.  A necessary expression of 

our unity in love is our proclamation of the gospel to the world.  We prove to the 

world the validity of our faith through our loving unity.   

 

 There is more to be had from this one prayer. Clearly, Jesus had a lot to pray 

for.  But rather than pray for himself in his time of need, he prayed for us because 

of our need.  Jesus’ own prayer is guided by the sacrificial love and unity that is 

to guide our worship and our ministries.   

 

 This means that the time for such introspective theology is past.  We know 

the theory.  Now we must develop the practice.  Jesus’ example challenges us to 

put our money where his mouth is. 

 

 Figure out how to be practically loving and visibly unified within your 

parish.  If there are disagreements and divisions, sacrifice your own self-

righteousness so that someone else may find the validation they need.  Let loving 

respect guide your discussions and decisions.  Every parish in this diocese is to 

be one in purpose, glory, power and grace.  Every parish is to prove to itself and 

to the world that it is one in the Spirit and one in the Lord of all. 

 

 That unity (not uniformity) in faith is to be expressed in our worship.  For 

better or worse, our Sunday worship is usually the first and foremost mirror 

reflecting the state of our love to the world.  Parishioners and visitors need to see 

that our worship is not directed at fulfilling our own needs, but rather it is aimed 

at glorifying God.  We pray for the courage and salvation of others.  The sermon 

may be spiritually uplifting, but only so that we can direct the love of God 

towards others.  We do all this on a Sunday morning as the Body of Christ and as 

the Temple of the Holy Spirit. 
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 Lastly, the unity born of Christ’s self-sacrificing love is to give us the 

strength and courage to reach out in love to others.  Again, love is not self-serving.  

We are to love others as Christ has loved us, which he did by sharing his life in 

ministry and in giving up his life on the cross.  Our experience of love and unity 

forms the foundation from which we share love and unity with others in 

meaningful ways.   

 

 No wonder Jesus prayed for us as he did. 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 AMEN.   


