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“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love” (Jn 15: 9). 

Christ, on the eve of his death, opens his heart to the disciples gathered in 
the Upper Room. He leaves them his spiritual testament.  

In the Easter season the Church constantly returns in spirit to the Upper Room,  
to listen again with reverence to the Lord’s words and to draw light and 
strength from them for her journey on the paths of the world.  

 
The words that our Church hears today on her Lord’s lips are strong and clear: 

“Abide in my love. ... This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you” (Jn 15: 9, 12).  

How could we not feel that Jesus’ words are meant particularly for us?  
Does the Church not have the specific task of “presiding in charity”?  
Yes, the commandment of love involves our Church  
with special force and urgency.  

 
And love is demanding. Christ says: “No one has greater love than this,  

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (Jn 15: 13) Love will lead Jesus to 
the cross. Every disciple must remember this.  

Love comes from the Upper Room and leads back to the Upper Room. In fact, 
after the Resurrection it will be in the Upper Room again that the Apostles 
will think back to the words Jesus spoke on Holy Thursday and will become 
aware of their salvific meaning. By accepting and reciprocating Christ’s 
love, from now on they are his friends: “I do not call you servants any 
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing;  
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you  
everything that I have heard from my Father” (Jn 15: 15).  

 
Gathered in the Upper Room after Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension into heaven,  

the Apostles will fully understand the meaning of his words: “I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last” (Jn 15: 16).  

By the action of the Holy Spirit these words will make them the saving community 
which is the Church. The Apostles will understand that they have been 
chosen for a special mission, to bear witness to love: “As the Father has 
loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love”.  

 
Today this message is passed on to us: as Christians we are called to be witnesses 

to love. This is the “fruit” which we are called to bear, and it is this fruit 
which “abides” in time and in eternity!  

 



 

The second reading from the Acts of the Apostles speaks of the apostolic mission 
which flows from this love. Peter, sent for by the Roman centurion 
Cornelius, goes to him in Caesarea and helps him with his conversion,  
the conversion of a pagan.  

The Apostle himself comments on that very important event: “I truly understand 
that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him” (Acts 10: 34-35).  

 
When the Holy Spirit later descends on that group of believers of pagan origin, 

Peter comments: “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” (Acts 10: 47).  

Enlightened from on high, Peter understands and testifies that all are called by 
Christ’s love. Here we are at a decisive turning-point in the Church’s life:  
a turning-point to which the Book of Acts attaches great importance.  

 
The Apostles, and Peter in particular, had not yet clearly perceived that their 

mission was not limited to the children of Israel. What happened in 
Cornelius’ house convinced them that this was not the case.  

From that time on, Christianity began to grow outside Israel and an ever-deeper 
awareness of the Church’s universality started to take hold: every man and 
every woman is called, without distinction of race or culture, to receive the 
Gospel. Christ’s love is for everyone and the Christian is a witness to this 
divine and universal love.  

 
And you, Mary, Our Lady of Divine Love, help us. We entrust ourselves to you 

with confidence. Through your motherly intercession, may the Church 
receive a new descent of the Holy Spirit, the principle of her unity and the 
strength for her mission. 

 
 


