
IMITATE SERIES | The Book of Philippians - SUNDAY, MAY 9th, 2021

CONNECT:
● Have you ever lived in another country where the culture was very different

and what was that like?

PRAISE:
● Where have you seen God’s faithfulness in your life and/or experienced His grace this past

week?

SCRIPTURE:
● Philippians 1: 27-30

CONVERSATIONS

● What is the difference between persecution and pressure? Where have you felt pressure to
conform or compromise to the culture (ie. at work, family, etc.)?

● Paul says  that we are to live in a manner worthy of the Gospel. (v. 27)
a) In a post-Christian culture, why is this more important than ever?
b) Have you witnessed a Christian who was not living in a manner worthy of the Gospel

and how did that affect you or others?

● Paul calls on us to stand firm in one spirit. (v. 27)
a) What does this mean?
b) Where or how did you learn the foundational beliefs of the Christian faith?  Which of

those foundational beliefs would you find hard to articulate and explain to others?
c) In light of this command to stand firm in one spirit, how should we think about the

theological differences that we have between us?

● Standing firm in one spirit calls us to lean into the next generation.
a) Who in your life supported you in following Jesus as a young adult or new believer

and what did that look like?
b)  What do you think are the biggest questions and struggles that the next generation is

wrestling with?
c)  Who in your life do you have an opportunity to lean in on and  help them to stand firm?

What could that look like?  Do you find that exciting or intimidating?

● Paul says that we are not to be frightened in anything by our opponents.  (v. 28)
○ How does a biblical understanding of the future (heaven) help us not to be fearful in

the present? (see vv. Philippians 1:21 - 24)
○ Would you say that you have a good understanding of heaven?  Why or why not?
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PRACTICE (decide for yourself an area you commit to grow in this week or
semester and share with your Community )

● Think of your core beliefs as a follower of Jesus. What areas of your beliefs and
understanding of the Christian faith are weak or unclear. Commit to growing in one of those
areas over the next several months.

● Spend some time praying, asking God who He would like you to build a relationship with so
that you can help them stand firm in their faith. (Don’t wait for a booming voice from
heaven.)  Choose one person of the same gender (or couple) and invite them for dinner or
coffee and just get to know them better.

● Write down the major fears that you have in light of living in a post-Christian world.  Then
pray through them, giving each one to the Lord and seeing that He is greater than all our
fears.

PRAYER
● For our Ridge Youth that are graduating this year. That their faith would be strengthened

and their trust in Jesus increased to help face the pressures of the culture around them.
That we as a church would lean in and invest in our next generations.

● For our government leaders � municipal, provincial and federal - that God would protect
them and give them wisdom.  Pray also that God would grant strength and courage to those
who are Christians working in government.

● For those who are new to Ridge Church. That we would have an opportunity to connect with
them and help them be connected to us as we follow Jesus together.

● For those who are burdened with financial hardships or needing work.  That they could find
strength and continue to trust the Lord in all things.
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