
 
 

EASTER VESPERS 
Ascension Day 
13 May 2021 

 
Preparation 
 
Presider 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
If I climb up to heaven, you are there; 
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
 
Praise 
 
Cantor 
Come, Holy Ghost, soon we should be sleeping. 
Gladden every heart entrusted to your keeping. 
 
Now the day is done,  
thanks for all it brought us, 
for what we met or missed,  
and how that touched or taught us. 
 
Come, Holy Ghost, soon we should be sleeping. 
Gladden every heart entrusted to your keeping. 
 
Bless the ones we love, 
bless the ones we weary, 
and bless the ones whose lives 
are empty, done or dreary. 
 
Come, Holy Ghost, soon we should be sleeping. 
Gladden every heart entrusted to your keeping. 
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Let our bodies rest, 
free our minds for dreaming, 
and shed the light of Christ 
to set our spirits gleaming.  
 
Come, Holy Ghost, soon we should be sleeping. 
Gladden every heart entrusted to your keeping. 
 
Psalm 24 
 
Psalmist 
Lift up your heads, O gates. 
Lift up your heads, O gates. 
 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and all who dwell therein. 
 
For it is God who founded it upon the seas and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates. 
 
“Who can ascend the hill of the Lord and who can stand in the holy place of God?” 
 
“Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, who have not pledged themselves to false-
hood, nor sworn by what is a fraud. 
 
They shall receive a blessing from the Lord and a just reward from the God of their salvation.” 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates. 
 
Such is the generation of those who seek you, of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; and the One who reigns in glory 
shall come in. 
 
“Who is this glorious One?” “The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.” 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates. 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; and the One who reigns in glory 
shall come in. 
 
“Who is this glorious One?” “The Lord of hosts, the Lord who reigns in glory.” 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates. 
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Psalmist 
Creator and ruler of all, open our hearts, so that you may enter and bring us rejoicing to your 
holy mountain, where you live and reign, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Matthew 28.16-20 
 
Reader 
A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. 
 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  
When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Following the Reading, we reflect on the Word.  We conclude with 
 
Reader 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God. 
 
Prayers 
 
Leader 
Let us remember 
 

• the people of God, that we may proclaim the risen Lord; 
• God’s creation, that the peoples of earth may meet their responsibility to care; 
• those who live in despair and darkness, that they may find the hope and light of Christ; 
• those in fear of death, that they may find faith through the resurrection, and 
• prisoners and captives. 

 
Let us offer our own intercessions, petitions and thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 
 
Silence 
 
That the rest of this day may be holy, peaceful and full of your presence, in faith we pray:  Hear 
us, God of night and day. 
 
That the work we have done and the people we have met this today may bring us closer to you, 
in faith we pray:  Hear us, God of night and day. 
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That we may hear and respond to your call to peace and justice, in faith we pray:  Hear us, God 
of night and day. 
 
That you will sustain the faith and hope of those who are lonely, oppressed and anxious, in faith 
we pray:  Hear us, God of night and day. 
 
That you will strengthen us in your service, and fill our hearts with longing for your kingdom, in 
faith we pray:  Hear us, God of night and day. 
 
Leader of the Prayers 
God unheld by word or wall; power of love beyond all lords of war:  lift us from dullness and 
cynical contempt; make us ready for your Spirit of transforming fire; and turn our hearts to the 
mending of the world; through Jesus Christ, the name above all names.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Presider 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, and gathering our prayers and praises in to one, let us pray as 
our Saviour taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Deacon (or Presider) 
Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
Presider 
May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven, bring us to reign with him in glory.  Amen. 


